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March 1, 2011 
 
«Title» «F_Name» «L_Name» 
«Company» 
«Address»  
«Address_2»  
«City», «State» «Zip» 
 
Dear «Title» «L_Name», 
 
Growing up is never easy, but for many kids today, it's a challenge that will color their lives forever. In 
today's tough economy, more kids in our community are at risk than ever before. Over one-fourth of our 
area's youth are living in poverty, and over one-third are growing up in single-parent families. While I 
believe that all young people CAN succeed, the hard truth is that many will not get the support they need to 
reach their full potential. A recent Harris survey of Boys & Girls Club alumni found that their Club influenced 
them for the better: 

⇒ 77 percent believed the Club helped them learn good leadership skills. 

⇒ 84 percent said that participating in the Club had a favorable impact on their families. 

⇒ 78 percent said that the Club kept them out of trouble 

⇒ And an amazing 57 percent of alumni said the Club saved their lives! 
 
As we all know, today's youth are tomorrow's leaders. By offering proven programs to foster academic 
success, good character and citizenship, and healthy lifestyles, Boys & Girls Clubs helps thousands of 
young people succeed in school and beyond. Club members report an 18% higher graduation rate than the 
national average. Two-thirds of alumni are professionals, managers, skilled workers, proprietors or are in 
sales.  
 
Take, for example, Chris Lewis, an alumnus of the Florence Boys & Girls Club who now serves as 
Graduation Coach and Assistant Basketball Coach at Wilson High School, where he graduated in 1995. He 
recently spoke at our annual meeting, relating the critical role that the Club had played in his safe and 
successful navigation from childhood to adulthood. According to Chris, "The Boys & Girls Club saved me 
and made me." As school superintendent Mr. Allie Brooks later remarked, hearing a story like this is "better 
than any monetary reward for an educator."  
 
Our area Clubs currently serve over 800 youth on a daily basis, and 4200 per year. Many of these youth are 
just like Chris when he was young, growing up with the deck stacked against him, from a low income 
household, attending failing schools and living in a high crime neighborhood, with little hope for a bright 
future. But with your help, today’s youth will, just like Chris, have a Boys & Girls Club in their life where they 
can develop relationships with caring adults and have academic and character-building experiences that will 
help them grow into successful adults. The Pee Dee needs more successful young adults like Chris, and 
YOU can help! 
 
Your generous gift to the Boys & Girls Club’s It Just Takes One Annual Campaign will make a difference in 
a child’s life.  Remember, it takes just one caring adult to make a lasting difference in the life of a child. Will 
you be the one that helps a child today become a "Chris Lewis" of tomorrow? 
 
Thank you for giving generously to the success of our youth and our community. 
 
Sincerely yours, 
 

Karin Heustess 
2011 Campaign Chair



 

 

 



 
 
August 26, 2011 
 
 
Parents 
AStreet1 
AStreet2 
ACity, AState  AZip 
 
Ahoy there Parent Salute! 
 
What a fantastic summer! Our children are still talking about the wonders of Camp, the new friends they 
made, and the ranks they achieved this summer. As parents, we could not be more proud of their 
accomplishments and personal growth. Right after Camp comes to a close, each of our children exudes a 
noticeable boost in confidence, independence, and positive energy. Have you seen it in your children too? 
 
The renewed enthusiasm from our children reinvigorates our own passion for Camp Sea Gull and Camp 
Seafarer’s mission and the value it brings to their lives both now and into the future. It is a priceless gift. 
As a result, we feel compelled to do what we can to ensure that Camp continues to be a place where our 
children—and yours—can grow in character, confidence, and ability. This is why each year we give to 
the Camp Annual Fund and why we are asking for your help.  
 
As parents of current campers, we are well aware of the financial commitment involved in sending one—
let alone three—children to Camp. Yet, we also understand the critical role that charitable giving plays in 
fulfilling the mission of Camp Sea Gull and Camp Seafarer. The Annual Fund provides a vital source of 
revenue, offsetting costs 10 % for the many exceptional program offerings and facility improvements that 
make Camp such a unique experience.  In addition to lowering each Camper’s fees, the Camp Annual 
Fund also provided financial assistance to over 280 campers and their families who would not otherwise 
be able to attend Camp.  In short, the overall value of Camp is significantly supported by the 
generous community of alumni, friends, and parents – just like you!  
 
While the fall months may mean “back to school” for you, it also marks the kickoff to Camp’s Annual 
Campaign. In the next few months you will receive some additional literature regarding this annual 
fundraising effort. You may also receive a phone call from one of the many alumni, staff, and parent 
volunteers asking you to make a gift to the Camp Annual Fund. Yet, while the memories and positive 
changes in your son and/or daughter are still fresh, we ask that you make your gift TODAY. Why 
wait to say “thank you” for an outstanding summer? Why wait to offer your vote of confidence in Camp’s 
mission and its lifetime affect you have already seen at home. Please join us and make your gift NOW! 
 
Thank you for considering a gift to the Camp Annual Fund in support of Camp Sea Gull and Camp 
Seafarer, their philanthropic mission, and the lives of the hundreds of campers and families they touch. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
John and Caroline Robicsek    Chuck and Shannon Williams 
Co-Chairs of the Annual Fund Parents Initiative   Co-Chairs of the Annual Fund Parents Initiative 
Parents of Lilly, Heidi, and Anna   Parents of Molly 



DONOR RELATIONS:  
Stephani Agg, CFRE 
Telephone: (604) 675-7147 
Toll Free: 1-877-333-7147 
Fax: (604) 872-4113 
Email: sagg@bc.cancer.ca 

 
 
565 West 10th Avenue, Vancouver, BC  V5Z 4J4 
Telephone 604 872 4400  Fax 604 879 4533 
www.cancer.ca 
BOARD CHAIR Lorraine Grant 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER Barbara Kaminsky 

 
 
 
Mrs. Marlene Wray     Aug 26 2011 
159 Reef Cres 
 
Campbell River, BC V9W 7L7 
 
Dear Mrs. Wray   
 
I hope you will accept my most heartfelt condolences on the very sad loss of George 
Wray. By so kindly asking for Tribute donations in lieu of flowers, you have had a 
meaningful impact against cancer. George‘s Tribute Fund is helping significantly to 
fulfill our mission to eradicate cancer and enhance the quality of life for those living 
with cancer.  
 
We know that research projects awaiting funding hold answers. Thanks to your 
generous family and friends who have given tribute gifts, researchers will be able to 
pursue even more of the promising leads that are saving lives.  
 
George‘s name will also be remembered through the many practical services you are 
helping us to provide for people who are facing cancer’s costs and terrors.  
 
When a child is fighting cancer, our beloved Camp Goodtimes is a magical week of 
summer fun away from hospitals and needles and fear. Our Volunteer Drivers, Lodges 
and Emergency Financial Aid are all available if you have to travel to cancer 
treatments. Programs like our Cancer Information Service ensure that everyone can 
get credible cancer information when life-altering decisions must be made.  
 
Thanks to your thoughtfulness in establishing this Tribute Fund, George’s memory will 
continue to inspire everyone who is facing cancer. 
 
I am very honoured to let you know that Tribute gifts in remembrance of George Wray 
are nearing $1,000. If the fund reaches $1,000 before December 31, 2011, George’s 
name will be inscribed on our 2012 Honour Roll Wall. If a named Tribute Fund reaches 
$10,000, the honouree will be listed in perpetuity. 
 
I will notify you if George‘s name will appear on our 2012 Honour Roll. Please let me 
know if you would prefer it not to be listed. You may also have any other loved one’s 
name listed, if donations toward their Tribute Fund reach $1,000 in the calendar year.  
 
With my very best wishes, 
 
 



 
 

 

Stephani Agg, CFRE, Donor Relations 



“You helped me walk again.”
—Steve Wanner, Courage Center client

Your gift is tax deductible.  
Please make your check payable  
to Courage Center. —Thank you.

Yes! I support Courage Center, a great community resource.
Here’s my gift of: 

 Enclosed is my personal check

 Bill to my:  Visa  Mastercard  Discover  American Express

Card#______________________________________________ Exp. date_____ /______

Signature ___________________________________________________________________________  

 In the future, I prefer appeals at this email address  ____________________________

Courage Center • 3915 Golden Valley Road • Minneapolis, MN 55422 

 phone 763.520.0534 • fax 763.520.0577 • TTY 763.520.0245 • www.CourageCenter.org

Date

Dear <Donor First Names>,

In the fall of 2008, when I was 46, my life changed in an instant. I was in a deer stand, 
cutting a branch to improve my view. The branch snapped back, knocking me off balance. 
I fell six feet to the ground and injured my spine and it was uncertain whether I would 
walk again. After spending weeks at specialty hospitals my condition stabilized and I was 
transferred to Courage Center.

I spent eight months living at Courage Center in the Transitional Rehabilitation Program. I 
worked to strengthen my injured back muscles and a Functional Electrical Stimulation (FES) 
bike helped me build up my leg muscles. Occupational therapists helped me to retrain my 
fine motor skills, like picking up small objects, snapping jacket snaps and tying my boots 
laces. I knew I could walk again. But my muscles had to corporate with that idea. So I did a lot 
of physical therapy in the Courage Center pool and fitness gym. 

My official physical and occupational therapies ended in January 2011. Courage Center’s 
therapists helped me walk again. They were tough, but so was I. I won’t quit. I still come to 
the Courage Center Fitness Center and the warm water pool five days a week as I continue to 
strengthen this body of mine.

I’m proud to tell you that I can now walk 100' with a walker and am able to manage three 
steps. My wife, Tina, and I are planning to go camping and deer hunting again. It will be 
great to once again spend time this way with family and friends. 

If life gives you an unexpected surprise like mine did, check out Courage Center and never 
give up. 

Please renew your $<xx> gift today. Your support ensures that people like me can achieve 
what may seem like impossible goals.

Sincerely,

Steve Wanner, Courage Center client

XXXXX

*************SINGLE-PIECE
Sample A. Sample
123 Any Street
Anytown, US 12345-6789
!5510297759!



With your help, Mike Melendez 
learns behavior skills to navigate 
teen years and beyond.

A round of applause and cheering filled the 
school auditorium where Mike Melendez just 
received an award for “Most Improved in Art.” 
Mike’s a remarkable kid, all the more so because 
he has had to work hard to excel.

Four years ago, when Mike was nine, his whole 
family was involved in a car accident. Mike 
sustained a brain injury. He spent a month in the 
hospital, then recovered at home with the help of 
a personal care attendant to help him with daily 
activities. Finally, he returned to school, where he 
was enrolled in special education classes. 

“But his behavior problems started to escalate,” 
said his mom, Leilani Melendez. “So in September 
2008 I contacted Courage Center’s Behavioral 
Health Program. I knew they could help us.”

Jennifer Kempenich, behavior analyst, and Sara 
Nuahn, behavior professional, work as a team with 
Mike. Together, they devise the strategies to help 
Mike deal with a number of issues. 

“We’ve been working with Mike on anger 
management, memory deficits, poor boundaries, 
and lying/manipulation issues,” said Kempenich, 
who works directly with Mike every week. “Mike has 
been making good strides toward better interactions 
with peers and better frustration tolerance. Today, 
he’s in more mainstream classes at school than 
ever before.  He has been 
taking on more responsibility 
for his actions at school, even 
initiating apologies to his 
teacher when he has been 
rude (something he wouldn’t 
have done just last year).”

“The successful strategy 
we use with Mike is logic, 
encouraged with rewards and consequences,” 
explained his mom. “For example, following the 
accident, we had to restrict Mike’s actions for safety 
reasons: like, no skateboarding, so he wouldn’t 
fall and injure himself. By explaining our reasons, 
Mike could understand our logic. Then, by following 
up the explanation with a reward —encouraging 
him to do something less risky, like video games—
Mike could re-direct his frustration to something 
positive.”

“Mike likes to manage his own money. So, when 
he started to tell lies uncontrollably, we created the 
money jar. Lies lower the amount of money in his 
jar; honesty is rewarded. At the end of the week, 
the remaining proceeds are his. We knew we were 
getting through to Mike when he came to me and 

asked, ‘Mom, how do I stop lying?’ He was really 
trying to figure this out. I reminded him again to 
slow down and think before he speaks. And that 
seems to be working, because his money jar is 
doing fine.”

Mike is now mainstreamed at school in three 
classes—math, reading and art—an unprecedented 
achievement for him. “And I keep telling him to 
think bigger than just average,” said his mom. 
“You like playing video games? I ask him. Then 
think about developing those games, not just 

playing them. Think about 
college.”

Of course, Mike has some 
smaller steps to take along 
the way. For example, 
the 13-year-old is already 
beginning to address the 
issues of teenage life. “We 
need to ensure Mike knows 

about boundaries with girls and about the changes 
his body will soon present,” said his mom. “And 
we continue to work on Mike’s social interactions 
with other kids with disabilities. Kids often fight 
accepting their own disabilities and sometimes 
don’t interact with peers appropriately. Mike’s 
going to a teen group at Courage Center this 
summer, which is a good experience for him.”

Behavior professional Nuahn has seen positive 
changes in him. “Mike has matured as we’ve 
worked with him. He has learned coping skills  
and often demonstrates good social behaviors  
so that he’s able to do better in school and with  
his family.”

“ I like Courage Center because the 
people help me deal with a lot of 
stuff I had to deal with in life. Like 
how to be a better person and deal 
with what happened to me after 
my car accident.”



Steve Wanner knows how quickly 
a person’s life can change.

Steve Wanner knows how quickly a person’s life 
can change. In the fall of 2008, he was in a deer 
stand cutting an intruding tree limb when the 
limb snapped back, knocking him off balance. 
Wanner, at the time a 
physically fit 46-year-old 
outdoorsman, fell six feet 
to the ground and injured 
his spine. 

He spent the next 
eight months at Courage Center’s Transitional 
Rehabilitation Program re-strengthening his 
injured back muscles and relearning how to do 
many of the things he used to take for granted. 
“After the surgery relieved the pressure and pain, 
I knew I could walk again,” he said. “But my 
muscles had to cooperate with that idea. So I did a 
lot of physical therapy in the pool and in the gym.”

Wanner also used a Functional Electrical 
Stimulation (FES) bike to build up his leg muscles 
and retrain them to respond to his demands. 
Additionally, he did occupational therapy to 
retrain his fine motor skills, like picking up small 
objects, snapping jacket snaps, tying boot laces, 
and similar tasks. 

The outcome? “I’m happy to say that my official 
physical and occupational therapies ended 
in January, 2011. If not for them, I probably 
wouldn’t be walking. They were tough, but so  
was I. I wouldn’t quit. In fact, Courage Center 
hasn’t seen the last of me yet,” he laughed. “I’ll 
be using the accessible fitness center and the 
pool independently each three days a week for 
some time as I continue to strengthen this body  
of mine.”

Already, Wanner can sit on the edge of his bed, 
get up, and walk with a walker. He can walk 
around his back yard, and he can get in the 
front seat of his car, no longer needing to be in a 
wheelchair in the back of a van. 

“My goal is to be able to manage 
three steps,” he said. “That’s enough 
to enable me to get in my pickup 
truck and to get in our camper. 
My wife, Tina, and I are definitely 
planning on going camping again! 

Deer hunting, too. We hunt together.”

Wanner’s words of advice to others facing 
rehabilitation challenges? “Check out Courage 
Center. And never give up.”

Laura Andert is a people person. 

Laura Andert is a people person. This is likely 
the reason she is so good at her job as a guest 
greeter and hostess at a Panera Bread restaurant. 
“I love working with people,” she said 
with unmistakable enthusiasm in 
her voice. “I greet guests, help them 
with seating needs, explain our menu 
options, make friendly conversation, 
and do whatever I can to ensure they 
have a pleasant dining experience.”

Andert, who has cerebral palsy, worked hard 
to get her job, and she wanted to keep it. In 
2009, when she was 19, she began working 
with Courage Center’s Supported Employment 
Services. 

“Every two weeks I’d meet with my Supported 
Employment counselor Tom Birbeck at my 
workplace and we’d talk about how my job is 

going,” she said. “If I had any issues to discuss 
or questions about how to handle anything, 
we’d cover them. Honestly, I have loved my job 
from day one. I haven’t had any bad issues or 
problems because my co-workers are so nice, 
it’s like having a second family. But it was very 
reassuring to know that Tom was just a phone call 
away if I needed help. Just knowing that Tom was 
supportive of me and my efforts validated that I 
really could do this job, and do it well.” 

While work is important to Andert, so is a 
balanced life. “Oh, yes, I have lots of other loves,” 
she laughed. “I love biking. And swimming. 
And working out. Then there’s spending time 
outside listening to music. And number one is 
hanging out with family and friends, going to 
movies, dinner and shopping. I’m very grateful 
to all of my immediate and extended family for 
their support. I wouldn’t be the person I am today 
without them.” 

“I’m thankful I got 
connected with 
Courage Center 
because I’m happy 
with what I’m 
doing today. I don’t 

know that I’d be able to say that without Courage 
Center’s help. I have met great, supportive friends 
who help me be the person I want to be. Working 
and being real are important to me. My managers 
and supervisors encourage me by their confidence 
in my ability. 

“Courage Center is a wonderful resource with 
connections into our community, and the people 
there are caring and sincere.”  

“ Because of you—I can do this 
job, and do it well.”

“You helped me walk again.”
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XXXXX

Your gift is tax deductible.  
Please make your check payable  
to Courage Center. —Thank you.

Yes! I support Courage Center, a great community resource.
Here’s my gift of: 

 Enclosed is my personal check

 Bill to my:  Visa  Mastercard  Discover  American Express

Card#______________________________________________ Exp. date_____ /______

Signature ___________________________________________________________________________  

 In the future, I prefer appeals at this email address  ____________________________

(over, please)

Date

Dear <Donor First Names>:

Thank you for your support of Courage Center clients and 

families. The impact of your support transforms the lives of 

people like Steve, who is walking again, Mike doing better in 

school, and of Laura who is now ready for the job she wants. 

These are three examples of how the support you and other 

donors provide strengthens lives through Courage Center.

People with disabilities deserve the services they need to attain 

independent, fulfilling lives. At Courage Center this includes 

medical rehabilitation, primary care, fitness programs, and 

transitional services. This model represents the full spectrum of 

care and rehabilitation with the goal of better health for people 

with disabilities. In addition to our clients, we provide services 

to families struggling with transitions and challenges when a 

loved one faces a disability. 

*************SINGLE-PIECE
Sample A. Sample
123 Any Street
Anytown, US 12345-6789
!5510297759!



Courage Center has been awarded the Charities Review Council “Meets All Standards” Seal indicating that it meets all sixteen of 
its Accountability Standards. The Charities Review Council addresses a nonprofit organization’s performance in four critical areas: 
Public Disclosure, Governance, Financial Activity and Fundraising. By participating, Courage Center demonstrates responsibility, 
integrity and transparency to their constituents.

Courage Center is listed as a reviewed organization on the online Giving Guide of the Council’s Smart Givers Network, www.
smartgivers.org. The listing demonstrates our commitment to accountable ethical practices to the public and that we are a  
trustworthy organization.

Charity Navigator has recently awarded four out of a possible four stars to Courage Center. In earning Charity Navigator’s highest 
four star rating, Courage Center has demonstrated exceptional financial health, out performing most of its peers in its efforts to 
manage and grow its finances in the most fiscally responsible way possible. 

Charity Navigator is an independent charity evaluator that works to advance a more efficient and responsive philanthropic  
marketplace by evaluating the financial health of over 5,500 of America’s largest charities. 

 

To join our CIrCle of Courage  

Monthly giving Program, email Cheryl at  

cherylv@CourageCenter.org or call 763.520.0534

Courage Center • 3915 golden Valley road • Minneapolis, MN 55422 

 phone 763.520.0534 • fax 763.520.0577 • TTY 763.520.0245 • www.CourageCenter.org

www.CourageCenter.org

Donor support provides one-third of the annual resources to fund 

services to clients and their families. More than 11,000 people turned 

to Courage Center last year for rehabilitation, training, fitness and 

fun. Please consider making an additional gift this year and play an 

essential role in transforming the lives of Courage Center’s clients.

Steve, Mike, and Laura’s stories are enclosed. I trust you will find that 

they are inspiring and confirm your decision to support Courage Center. 

Thanks again for your investment in the lives of others.

Sincerely,

Jan Malcolm, CEO  
The mission of Courage Center  

is to empower people with  

disabilities to reach for their full 

potential in every aspect of life. 

We are guided by our vision that 

one day all people will live, work, 

learn, and play in a community 

based on abilities, not disabilities.



3915 Golden Valley Road
Minneapolis, MN 55422



XXXXX

Your gift is tax deductible.  
Please make your check payable  
to Courage Center. —Thank you.

Yes! I support Courage Center, a great community resource.
Here’s my gift of: 

 Enclosed is my personal check

 Bill to my:  Visa  Mastercard  Discover  American Express

Card#______________________________________________ Exp. date_____ /______

Signature ___________________________________________________________________________  

 In the future, I prefer appeals at this email address  ____________________________

(over, please)

Date

Dear <Donor First Names>:

Thank you for your support of Courage Center clients and 

families. The impact of your support transforms the lives of 

people like Steve, who is walking again, Mike doing better in 

school, and of Laura who is now ready for the job she wants. 

These are three examples of how the support you and other 

donors provide strengthens lives through Courage Center.

People with disabilities deserve the services they need to attain 

independent, fulfilling lives. At Courage Center this includes 

medical rehabilitation, primary care, fitness programs, and 

transitional services. This model represents the full spectrum of 

care and rehabilitation with the goal of better health for people 

with disabilities. In addition to our clients, we provide services 

to families struggling with transitions and challenges when a 

loved one faces a disability. 

*************SINGLE-PIECE
Sample A. Sample
123 Any Street
Anytown, US 12345-6789
!5510297759!



Courage Center has been awarded the Charities Review Council “Meets All Standards” Seal indicating that it meets all sixteen of 
its Accountability Standards. The Charities Review Council addresses a nonprofit organization’s performance in four critical areas: 
Public Disclosure, Governance, Financial Activity and Fundraising. By participating, Courage Center demonstrates responsibility, 
integrity and transparency to their constituents.

Courage Center is listed as a reviewed organization on the online Giving Guide of the Council’s Smart Givers Network, www.
smartgivers.org. The listing demonstrates our commitment to accountable ethical practices to the public and that we are a  
trustworthy organization.

Charity Navigator has recently awarded four out of a possible four stars to Courage Center. In earning Charity Navigator’s highest 
four star rating, Courage Center has demonstrated exceptional financial health, out performing most of its peers in its efforts to 
manage and grow its finances in the most fiscally responsible way possible. 

Charity Navigator is an independent charity evaluator that works to advance a more efficient and responsive philanthropic  
marketplace by evaluating the financial health of over 5,500 of America’s largest charities. 

 

To join our CIrCle of Courage  

Monthly giving Program, email Cheryl at  

cherylv@CourageCenter.org or call 763.520.0534

Courage Center • 3915 golden Valley road • Minneapolis, MN 55422 

 phone 763.520.0534 • fax 763.520.0577 • TTY 763.520.0245 • www.CourageCenter.org

www.CourageCenter.org

Donor support provides one-third of the annual resources to fund 

services to clients and their families. More than 11,000 people turned 

to Courage Center last year for rehabilitation, training, fitness and fun. 

Please consider renewing your $<xx> gift this year and play an essential 

role in transforming the lives of Courage Center’s clients.

Steve, Mike, and Laura’s stories are enclosed. I trust you will find that 

they are inspiring and confirm your decision to support Courage Center. 

Thanks again for your investment in the lives of others.

Sincerely,

Jan Malcolm, CEO  
The mission of Courage Center  

is to empower people with  

disabilities to reach for their full 

potential in every aspect of life. 

We are guided by our vision that 

one day all people will live, work, 

learn, and play in a community 

based on abilities, not disabilities.



<Date> 
 
<Name> 
<Address 1> 
<Address 2> 
<City, State Zip> 
 
Dear <Salutation> 
 
I cherish this time of the year.  The holiday season brings great excitement into the lives 
and homes of children.  As it should. 
  
As you think of special ways to bring delight and an added smile to a child, I hope that 
you will consider a generous gift to the ______. 
By helping us to improve a child’s health, you can bring heartwarming smiles that will 
last the year round.  Your gift will bring the promise of hope to children and families 
worldwide by helping us: 
  

• Prevent a child from being infected with HIV;  
• Support life saving HIV/AIDS treatments for a child and her parents;  
• Advance AIDS vaccine research to end this pandemic; and 
• Support life saving studies conducted by our Research Network that will impact 

more than 10 million children through our ongoing clinical research studies. 
 
Thanks to the support of valued friends like you, we can celebrate real progress in our 
battle to eradicate pediatric AIDS and to create a healthier future for children around the 
world.  And as we approach the New Year, I look forward to celebrating a fresh start, a 
new beginning and new reasons to hope.  I promise you that your gift will make a 
difference, not just for the holidays, but for a lifetime. 
  
On behalf of everyone at the Foundation, thank you for all that you have done to support 
a healthy future for children around the world. 
 
Wishing you the happiest of holidays for you and your family. 
  
Warmest regards, 
  
  
Kate 
  
 
PS – Please remember that your gift to the ___________ is tax deductible, so please be 
generous as you make your year-end gift. 
 
 



Dear Kate: I want to make a difference in the lives of children this holiday season – and 
throughout the year.  Enclosed is my year-end gift to help the _______________ provide 
a healthy future for children and families around the world. 
 
[] $Ask1 [] $Ask2 [] $Ask3 [] Other $_____ 
 
xxNamexx 
xxAddressxx 
xxAddressxx 
xxAddressxx    xxRecord No.xx    xxMail Codexxxx 
 



 
 
 
 
November 2010 
 
 
XXXX and XXXXX XXXX 
XXXXXXXXXX 
XXXXXXXXX 
 
Dear NAME and NAME, 
 
We hope this note finds you well.  We are reaching out to you because your 
support has helped provide a better future for children in Malawi. Our records 
indicate that your last donation of $108 was on July 7, 2008. Today we are 
asking you to consider a 2010 holiday gift of $108. If made by December 
31st, COMPANYABC will match your gift, doubling the impact for orphans 
like Esmie, pictured here. 
 
As Goods for Good nears our fifth anniversary, we continue to strive for 
excellence in everything that we do. We take the time to understand the 
needs of the children we serve and that knowledge is paying off. This year, 
we observed improved motivation among both students and teachers and a 
17% increase in students completing school assignments.  
  
As we write you this letter, our team in Malawi is gearing up for 2011 by 
distributing over 14 tons of new school materials, 6,500 locally made school 
uniforms and 39,000 pairs of new shoes to children like Esmie – but there is 
much more work to be done.  
 
It is our sincere hope that we can count on your continued support to 
make progress out of excess. NAME and NAME, your gift of $108 will be 
matched by XXXX and have a $216 impact on the ground. We have enclosed 
a self-addressed envelope for your convenience; please feel free to contact 
us for more information. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Melissa Kushner   Bradley P. McKenna 
Founder, Executive Director          Director of Development 
xxxx@goods4good.org          xxxx@goods4good.org
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December 4, 2010

<Primary Addressee>
<Address>
<City>, <State> <Zip>

Dear <Informal Salutation>,

With the Holiday Season in full swing, what could be more gratifying than to provide 
meaningful experiences to those who may not be able to afford family activities right 
now? I have a suggestion: Help Kidspace offer its monthly Free Family Nights. Just 
think of the joyful laughter coming from the children and the gratitude from their 
parents as they all come together to enjoy these special occasions at Kidspace!

Young children learn the most when their experiences are “hands-on.” At Kidspace, 
children are surrounded by opportunities to interact personally with educational 
exhibits and programs. Free Family Nights allow girls and boys living in the 
community to explore the gardens, investigate interesting “finds” in the Boone 
Nature Exchange, participate in art projects, and discover fossils in the Digging 
Deeper Gallery. Perhaps a girl will study a spider and discover how it makes its 
web. Or a boy will see the intricacies of a seashell and decide to become a marine 
biologist. The possibilities are endless whenever you expose a child’s imagination 
to intriguing ideas. Every child, regardless of economic constraints, deserves an 
opportunity to learn through experiencing our dynamic hands-on exhibits. 

There is no question that Free Family Nights are a highly valued part of Southern 
California life; the proof is in the numbers. Each Free Family Night attracts between 
600 and 1,000 children and their parents. The overwhelmingly positive feedback 
from our visitors continues to confirm how beloved this program is. 

This cherished program costs the Museum about $120,000 per year – a significant 
amount of money during these tight economic times. Kidspace is committed to 
continuing this tradition; however, we need your help. Please consider providing 
a special Holiday present to the children in your community by making a gift to 
Kidspace Children’s Museum so we may continue offering Free Family Nights 
throughout all of 2011! We are so grateful for your continuing support and hope 
you will join us in making it possible for ALL children to enjoy Kidspace.

All the best for wonderful Holidays and a bright New Year.

J. Kristoffer Popovich
Chairman of the Board

P.S. This may be the best year to make a gift of cash or securities. Please check 
with your financial advisor to determine how your gift can be maximized this year. 
Remember, your gift is tax deductible up to the full amount allowed by law.
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children are surrounded by opportunities to interact personally with educational 
exhibits and programs. Free Family Nights allow girls and boys living in the 
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web. Or a boy will see the intricacies of a seashell and decide to become a marine 
biologist. The possibilities are endless whenever you expose a child’s imagination 
to intriguing ideas. Every child, regardless of economic constraints, deserves an 
opportunity to learn through experiencing our dynamic hands-on exhibits. 

There is no question that Free Family Nights are a highly valued part of Southern 
California life; the proof is in the numbers. Each Free Family Night attracts between 
600 and 1,000 children and their parents. The overwhelmingly positive feedback 
from our visitors continues to confirm how beloved this program is. 

This cherished program costs the Museum about $120,000 per year – a significant 
amount of money during these tight economic times. Kidspace is committed to 
continuing this tradition; however, we need your help. Please consider providing 
a special Holiday present to the children in your community by making a gift to 
Kidspace Children’s Museum so we may continue offering Free Family Nights 
throughout all of 2011! We are so grateful for your continuing support and hope 
you will join us in making it possible for ALL children to enjoy Kidspace.

All the best for wonderful Holidays and a bright New Year.

J. Kristoffer Popovich
Chairman of the Board

P.S. This may be the best year to make a gift of cash or securities. Please check 
with your financial advisor to determine how your gift can be maximized this year. 
Remember, your gift is tax deductible up to the full amount allowed by law.



Date 
 
<<Primary Addressee>> 
<<Address>> 
<<City>>, <<State>> <<Zip>> 
 
 
Dear <<Informal Salutation>>, 
 
Do you know what I recall most when I think back on my childhood?  
My frequent visits to Kidspace Children’s Museum!  The joy of discovery 
and the fun of learning something new kept me engaged from the 
minute I arrived until I reluctantly went home.  The Museum was in a 
different location during my childhood but it has been a fundamental 
part of Pasadena culture since 1979 when the Junior League, in 
conjunction with Caltech and Art Center College of Design, created 
the first Kidspace.  Now, in its third location in Brookside Park, my three 
children, ages 20 months through 8 years, all enjoy the many 
advantages of the “new” Kidspace.   
 
As a mom, do you know what I value most about my family’s visits to 
the Museum?  There’s nothing quite like seeing their eyes light up and 
hearing them laugh while LEARNING!  As a child, I never gave much 
thought to everything that I learned at Kidspace.  However, as I watch 
my children explore and discover the exhibits, the “learning moments” 
are undeniable and are interwoven into everything the children do at 
Kidspace.  Whether they are playing in the Bug Café, looking at rocks 
in the Nature Exchange, learning the rules of the road on the trike 
tracks, or playing in the waters of the Interpretive Arroyo, every child is 
learning about something. 
 
Now that public school funding has been cut so drastically in California, 
these educational experiences are even more valuable to young 
students.  Hands on learning and discovery are the best ways many 
children learn.  Kidspace Children’s Museum wants to continue making 
these experiences available to all children from all backgrounds.  
Earned revenue only covers about 65% of the costs to operate the 
museum.  Another 35% must be raised annually from people who care.   
 
I hope you will join my family and others who want our children to enjoy 
the educational advantages that abound at Kidspace.  Please 
consider a gift to the Museum so that all children in Southern California 
can continue to learn and explore as I did then and my children do 
now.   
 
Best wishes, 
 
 
Kristin Thorell 



Kidspace Alumna 
 

 



 
 
 
 

 

“As a student at Louisville Presbyterian Seminary, I cannot thank you enough for your gift to the Bookends 
Fund.  This Fund is such a blessing to students as we build our personal theological libraries and as we are 
able to purchase books necessary for classes.  I have both an undergraduate and a graduate degree and 
neither university provided this type of scholarship.  Many students would have to either go without or 

ursue our l studies.”    borrow books.  This is a pressure removed from us as we p  theologica

 Katherine Doyle, Second‐year Master of Divinity Student, Bookends Recipient ‐

 
Dear «Name», 
 
The Bookends Fund was established for this very real and personal reason, to help 
seminary students with the high cost of textbooks.  These books are not needed just for 
classes while in seminary; most of them will be the foundation for a pastoral leader’s 
orking, professional library for the remainder of that individual’s ministry.  Theological w

textbooks can cost as much as $500.00 a semester. 
 
On behalf of Louisville Seminary students, I invite you to prayerfully consider continuing 
he financial and spiritual support you have provided to our students, this institution, and t
the greater Church.   
 
Words cannot express the gratitude Louisville Seminary has for the ways you have 
rovided for the future continuity of the Christian faith and its needed leadership through 

al education and our students, your future pastoral leaders.  
p
your support of theologic
 
erving Christ with you, S

 

 

Judy Johnston 
Director of the Seminary Fund 



Date  

 
Dear 

We are writing this letter to invite you to make an important investment today.  An investment in 
Louisville Seminary … an investment in the larger Church... an investment in the ongoing ministry of 
Jesus Christ throughout the world.     

Clearly, these are difficult times.  Everyone is affected, including Louisville Presbyterian Theological 
Seminary.  We want you to know that it is a great source of strength and hope for us all that caring 
people like you will stand with Louisville Seminary through your prayers, your involvement, and 
your financial stewardship.  ((We want to thank you again for your generous gift of $XX made on 
XXXX/or not if n/a)). 

As a faithful supporter of Louisville Seminary, you have demonstrated a strong commitment to 
helping us achieve our mission of educating and preparing men and women to participate in the 
redemptive ministry of Jesus Christ in the world. 

Today, we invite you to participate in a $30,000 Seminary Challenge Fund offered by several 
Trustees and lead contributors to Louisville Seminary.  Between February 14 and May 31, 2009, 
those making a new or increased gift to the Seminary Fund – the new name for our Annual Fund – 
will have their gifts matched, providing students with Scholarships for Excellence, student aid, 
operating support, and textbook assistance. 

In a very tenuous economic year, your gift and this challenge will enable us to achieve our goal for 
annual support. 

This is an unusual request, but we know you understand that the challenges students face today 
are daunting – and the opportunities to nurture our future ministers and church leaders of 
tomorrow are immense.       

We ask you prayerfully to consider helping us match this Challenge by participating in this unique 
opportunity – the $30,000 Seminary Fund Challenge – to equip our students for the sacrificial and 
indispensable work to which Jesus Christ is calling them.     

 Faithfully, 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
June 20, 2011 
 
Name 
Address 
Address 
City, ST Zip 
 
Dear Donor, 
 
We’ve accomplished so much in the past year and I hope you’ve enjoyed reading the 
wonderful stories we’ve been telling you. Please know that you help make each one 
of those wishes possible. We simply can’t do it without you. As a valued donor, I 
want to tell you about the exciting campaign we’re starting this summer, our busiest 
time of year for wish granting. We grant more than 5,000 wishes every summer and 
most of them are travel wishes. 
 
Summer is the most convenient time for wish families to travel – school is out and the 
weather is nice. Time for a much-needed vacation! You may be traveling yourself this 
summer. As you’re out and about, I hope you’ll watch for us. This summer, wish kids 
have Gone Wishin’SM and so have we. I’d like to invite you to Come with us … you can 
help! Your gift of $25, $50 or $100 will help us to grant more wishes this 
summer – wishes like Noelle’s.  
 
In most ways, Noelle is like any other 14-year-old girl. She’s a high school student. She 
has friends. She also has spinal muscular atrophy, an inherited disease where her 
muscles deteriorate. Noelle is losing motor function and normal growth and 
development place even more demands on her already weak muscles. Noelle’s future is 
uncertain. She may eventually lose her ability to walk, stand and sit. It’s more than any 
teenage girl should have to face.  
 
It’s not easy being a teenager with a life-threatening medical condition. Her treatments 
and hospital stays can keep her out of school and sometimes make her stand out. "At 
14, you don't want to be different in school," her mom, Malynda, told us. Being different 
was something Noelle wanted to avoid…except when she played the piano. 
 
It’s Noelle’s way of escaping. She’s played since she was four and she’s never let being 
in hospital beds or wheelchairs keep her away from her beloved instrument. So, when 
wish granters asked Noelle to name her most heartfelt wish, she asked to play the 
piano at Carnegie Hall in New York City – a place where musicians’ dreams come true. 
Noelle’s friends and family saw her off at her bon voyage party. "I was so excited, so 
ready to go," Noelle said. She was about to live her dream.  



 
On the day of her debut, Noelle stepped out of her limo in a stunning red dress. She was 
escorted to the Maestro Suite, where she warmed up on a baby grand piano. As she 
waited in anticipation and excitement, Carnegie Hall's private chef prepared Noelle's 
favorite meal: pork chops, rice, gravy and a few Twix bars for dessert. 
 
When the long-awaited moment arrived, it was magic for Malynda, too. "Just to see her 
walk across the stage was amazing," she said. She could hardly take her eyes off her 
daughter’s fingers as they danced across the keys, but when she did, she was amazed to 
find the Carnegie Hall staff in tears – so moved by Noelle’s performance. She watched 
her daughter receive a standing ovation. At that moment, it was good for Noelle to be 
different – she didn’t want to hide. She touched the lives of every person who heard her 
play that night. They will all remember her, not for being the girl in the wheelchair, but 
for being the girl who played for them in Carnegie Hall – one single performance that 
they will all remember forever.  
 
But Noelle’s wish didn’t stop there. And it doesn’t stop for any wish kid when the wish 
is over. A Make-A-Wish® experience is a once-in-a-lifetime chance to do something 
amazing. A wish is a life-affirming gift of hope – hope for a future not defined by 
illness.  
 
Malynda realized the wish was a pivotal point in Noelle’s life. "This trip made her 
special. It came at the best time and showed her what you could have if you push and 
strive for it." Noelle has shied away from cameras since all of her medical complications 
began. But when Malynda looks at the photos from the trip, her mom sees a different 
person. "She is glowing in these pictures," she said. Malynda knows the wish was 
something that will live beyond treasured memories and photographs. "It's going to 
carry her for years to come." 
 
You have a part in making wishes like Noelle’s come true. Your past support has meant 
so much to us and thousands of other kids just like Noelle. We can grant 5,000 wishes 
this summer only with your help. That’s why the Gone Wishin’ campaign is so 
important. Will you join us this summer by making a gift today? Thank you so much for 
continuing to support us, year after year. 
 
With gratitude,  

 
David Williams 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
Make-A-Wish Foundation® of America 
 
P.S. I hope you’ll take a moment to visit our website www.wish.org/wishin to follow 
other wish families this summer. 

http://www.wish.org/wishin


 
 
 
 
 
 
April 18, 2011 
 
Name 
Address 
Address 
City, ST Zip 
 
Dear Donor,  
 
Last year, you were part of a very special group of donors – the Star Society. Thank 
you so much for your kind support. We’ve had a wonderful year so far; I’m excited 
about the amazing stories I’ll get to share with you. Let me start with 4-year-old 
Jillian.  She is a special girl with a rare syndrome called PHACE.  PHACE 
syndrome occurs in infants and is diagnosed when hemangiomas (sometimes called 
a strawberry birthmark), usually on the face, are accompanied by certain birth 
defects. Right now, no one knows what causes it or how to prevent it.   

Jillian has had three open-heart surgeries in her young life, and she is only about 
the size of a 16-month-old. Though she looks like a toddler and is treated like one by 
other children her age, Jillian wanted what any other 4-year-old would: to play. She 
just wanted to play on the playground like all of the other kids. But they pushed 
and shoved and often tripped over her when she went to her local playground. 

It makes me sad to think of any child frustrated by something so simple. As a caring 
supporter, I’m sure it makes you sad, too. Today I’m asking you to join us in 
helping kids like Jillian by renewing your membership in the Star Society. 
Your gift of $1,000 or more will help our wish-granting efforts this summer and 
you’ll once again be recognized in our annual stewardship report.   

When Jillian was asked what her fondest wish was, she knew exactly what she 
wanted—a playground of her own.  Before we granted Jillian’s wish, there was an 
obstacle we had to overcome: Her house didn’t really have a backyard. There was no 
place to put her playground. To grant this wish, a side-yard area would have to be 
turned over, leveled and screened off to make it safe for Jillian to play. We needed 
help to make that happen. 



But then something amazing happened … 

Jillian’s community came together and granted this wish. Local businesses and 
neighborhood groups lent their skills and support to do the necessary prep work on 
the side-yard to make it ready for Jillian’s playground. Caring people – just like you 
– saw the need and did what they could to make a difference.   

When I think of this little girl – who looks different from the other kids, is smaller 
than the other kids, and is not as fast as other kids – I’m so glad we were able to 
help her! And we could do it only because you helped. You might not have held a 
shovel in your hand or pushed Jillian on her new swing, but you did help. Your 
kindness and support has made us what we are today – the world’s largest wish-
granting organization. It’s a responsibility we don’t take lightly. I want to earn your 
support, to know that you believe in us and the work we’re doing—just like Jillian 
did when she was back in the hospital before her wish came true.  

Every day—on her worst days—she would ask “Is my playground coming?” I believe 
looking forward to the day when she could play on her own without worrying about 
bigger kids was on her mind during those hard days. She knew her wish would 
change her life. 

If you asked Jillian today what the best part of her wish was, she might say “being 
able to play on her own playground.” Ask her wish granters and they might say 
“seeing a community come together to help one of their own.” Ask Jillian’s family 
and they might say “just being there to see her smile.” 

What’s the best part of the wish you’ve granted? Perhaps it is knowing that with 
each gift, we’re able to do a little more. And with every wish we grant, we grow a 
little stronger and reach a little further. We are committed to giving every eligible 
child the chance to share the power of a wish®, just as you will today when you 
make your gift. For all you’ve done to make us who we are – thank you! 

Sincerely,  

 
David Williams 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
Make-A-Wish Foundation® of America 
 
P.S.  I hope Jillian’s wish meant as much to you as it does to me. Your gift will 
ensure that many more eligible children will see their fondest wish come true. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
May 26, 2011 
 
Name 
Address 
Address 
City, ST Zip 
 
Dear Donor, 
 
Thank you so much for your kind support and past membership in the Star Society. 
I hope you know what your past support has meant to us and to children across the 
country that have been touched by the incredible impact that their wish experience 
has had on their life. Today, I’d like to tell you about one of those children and the 
magical wish that changed her life – a wish you helped to grant.   

Ava is from Ethiopia and lost both of her parents to AIDS when she was very young. 
Hope came for Ava when a caring family decided to bring her to their home in America 
and make her a part of their family. In a new home, a new country and a new family, 
Ava saw new things ahead of her. She didn’t see AIDS. Ava learned of her diagnosis 
about 6 months after her new family welcomed her home.   

Ava knew what AIDS was – she saw what it did to her African village and she knew 
what people thought about it. She knew what she thought about it. After she was 
diagnosed, Ava lost her self-esteem and became just a shell of a girl. Despite her new 
family telling her how things were “different here,” Ava believed that no one would 
want to come to their house to play with her – she couldn’t let go of the stigma. In her 
mom’s words, Ava was waiting for the end. 

Today I’m asking you to join us in helping kids like Ava by renewing your 
membership in the Star Society. Your gift of $1,000 or more will help our wish-
granting efforts this summer and you’ll once again be recognized in our annual 
stewardship report. 
 
When her wish-granters came to see her and asked what her one true wish would be, 
Ava had a hard time thinking of something. First, she wished for ice cream or to stay 
up half an hour more at bedtime. But her wish-granters encouraged her to think bigger 
– this was more than that. Ava eventually chose to visit New York City for her wish. 



She and her family spent two weeks together and visited the Statue of Liberty and the 
American Girl store. But more than the joy of her wish, Ava got something truly 
immeasurable.  

In all of the time that wish-granters spent with Ava, what she thought of most was the 
fact that these people, who were not her family, knew she had AIDS and didn’t care. 
They still wanted to be with her. They still wanted to help her. 

Her involvement with the Make-A-Wish Foundation gave her the chance to meet a lot 
of people, including a local university’s women’s volleyball team. They played with her, 
encouraged her, hugged and touched her – and they all knew. That was what amazed 
Ava most. They knew and they didn’t care. She started seeing herself differently. She 
started to see a future. After meeting those young women, while Ava and her family 
were driving home, she said to her mom, “I think I want to go to college there.” Her 
mom cried when she heard those words. Ava had never talked about a future – about 
college or getting married. The fact that she saw one now was evidence of a complete 
change in her life – one that will stay with Ava and her family forever. 

“Her wish changed everything about her,” Ava’s mom said. “It’s not something we could 
have done as parents. You can see a light that wasn’t there before.” 

I hope that reading about Ava and her wish has the same powerful impact on you that 
it has had on me.  She is a girl I will never forget. Ava’s wish reached deep into her 
heart and healed her broken spirit. Please let it reach into yours. 

We are committed to giving every eligible child the chance to share the power of a 
wish®, just as you will today when you make your gift. For all you’ve done to make 
us who we are – thank you! 

Sincerely,  

 
David Williams 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
Make-A-Wish Foundation® of America 
 
P.S. I hope Ava’s wish meant as much to you as it does to me. Your gift will ensure 
that many more eligible children will see their fondest wish come true. 
 

 



 
 
 
November XX, 2010 
 

Name 
Address1 
Address2 
Address3 
 

Dear <name>, 
 

Thank you for serving as a member of the 2010-2011 Development Committee.  Your time and 
talent is invaluable and is exemplified by Good Counsel’s continued success.   
 

As Committee Members, you have a unique opportunity to support Art Raimo and his team to 
advance the School’s core mission.  We are honored to serve alongside you and our community of 
alumni, parents, faculty, and friends, as we achieve our goals and reach for excellence.   
 

One of our goals each year is honoring our commitment to Good Counsel’s mission through our 
participation in the Annual Fund.  This year, we have high expectations for community support, 
increasing the Annual Fund goal from $575,000 to $640,000.   As leaders of the community, setting 
the standard of generosity is imperative to the overall success of the Annual Fund. 
 

As we pursue this ambitious goal, we have asked the Board of Directors and show their 
commitment by contributing 10% of the Annual Fund.  As members of the Development 
Committee, we’d ask that you also serve as leaders of the Annual Fund.  We know that each person 
has a different capacity to give, but ask that everyone contribute at the St. Francis Xavier level of 
$1,000.  We’d also ask that everyone be as generous as possible.  Please make your pledge or 
donation by December 15.   
 

Your ongoing leadership is critical and impactful.  You will receive a phone call in the next few 
weeks to follow up on this request, and we ask that you join us in setting the highest standards for 
ourselves and for others in the community. 
 

Thank you, in advance, for your support. We look forward to a great year ahead and appreciate all 
you do for the School. 
 

Sincerely,  
 
 
Hank Deily    Bob Dickman           Lauren Costello 
Board of Directors Chair Development Committee Chair        Director of Advancement  



 Yes, I would like to renew my support of Pathways to Education. 
 

Here’s my 2010 donation of: 
 
  $___    $___    $___    Other $__________ 

 
Name 
123 Sample Way 
Sample City, Province, Postal Code 
 

 I have enclosed my cheque payable to Pathways to Education Canada 
 I prefer to pay by credit card     VISA      MASTERCARD    AMEX 
 

               
Card Number 

 

    /           
Expiry  Signature 

 
Please direct my donation to: 
 

 Pathways Canada     

 Area of greatest need  ONTARIO  NOVA SCOTIA 

   Ottawa   Halifax 

ONTARIO   Toronto, Lawrence Heights  QUEBEC 

 Hamilton   Toronto, Regent Park   Verdun, Montreal 

 Kingston   Toronto, Rexdale  MANITOBA 

 Kitchener   Toronto, Scarborough     Winnipeg 
 
Monthly Donations 
 
Join the growing number of Pathways to Education supporters who have discovered the 
importance of monthly giving.  Please complete and return this form today.  
 
I would like to support Pathways to Education with a monthly gift of: 
 

 $25   $20   $15   $10   Other: $____________ 
 

 I have enclosed posted‐dated cheques payable to Pathways to Education Canada 
 I prefer to pay by credit card     VISA      MASTERCARD    AMEX 

 

               
Card Number 

 

    /           
Expiry  Signature 

 
You may change or cancel your donation at any time by calling Pathways to Education at 416‐646‐0123 x 205.  You will receive one 
tax receipt at the end of the year. 
 

On behalf of the students participating in Pathways to Education programs, Thank You! 



 

 

 
November 15, 2010  “When I think of where I came from, 

compared to where I am now, I feel like it 
was someone else’s life. To know that I can 
be anything I want to be is a gift.” 

 

Pathways Alumni, Richard Fung 

 
 
Name 
Address 
City Province 
Postal Code 
 
Dear <insert first name>, 
 

The gift of education doesn’t end with high school graduation. The investment you have made in the 
students of Pathways to Education is an investment in the future of our youth as they successfully navigate 
their way through high school and post‐secondary education, choose meaningful careers, and ultimately, give 
back to the very communities from which they came.   

As the holiday season approaches, and we reflect on the accomplishments of the past year, we have 
much to celebrate. Every day, in eleven communities across Canada, Pathways is helping over 3300 students 
and 600 alumni graduate high school, transition to post‐secondary and break the cycle of poverty.  With your 
support, and the dedication of our staff, volunteers and community partners, our students’ paths are taking 
them through doors never before opened to them and leading to unprecedented success.  

Our program results reflect this success with a track record of producing outstanding outcomes for youth 
in some of Canada’s lowest income communities. In fact, in 2010 Pathways was once again recognized by 
Charity Intelligence Canada as one of Canada’s most effective and efficient charities. Here’s how this year’s 
results stack up:     

 

Your support is also enabling another kind of path – one that takes the Pathways program across the 
country, to the communities that need it most. The next five years will see Pathways operating in twenty 
communities, serving over 10,000 students and alumni, and leveraging our expertise to further broaden our 
impact. 



 
 

This past year Pathways made significant progress toward that goal with the launch of the Pathways 
program in three new communities, including: 

• Spryfield, Nova Scotia, our first program in the Maritimes; 

• Kingston, Ontario, bringing our total number of sites in Ontario to eight, and; 

• Winnipeg’s north‐end, where 70 per cent of the high school population is of Aboriginal 
descent, and the drop out rate is 78 per cent 

The success of the Pathways program has not gone unnoticed; in March’s budget speech, the federal 
government announced a $20 million funding commitment for Pathways to Education to help expand the 
program to new communities across the country.  In October, Pathways to Education Canada was honoured to 
be one of the first organizations granted official vice‐regal patronage by His Excellency the Right Honourable 
David Johnston, Governor General of Canada. 

These tremendous accomplishments would not be possible without the generosity and commitment of the 
donors who support Pathways in so many ways.  Yet, even today, there are communities in every province, 
and every major city in Canada, where the dropout rate exceeds 50 and even 60 per cent.  Pathways will 
require the support of many if we are to make significant progress toward a country where all youth can 
realize the benefits of education.  

When a young person graduates, we all benefit; whether it be through a more productive work force, or 
reduced social service costs. In fact, the Boston Consulting Group calculates that every $1 invested Pathways 
generates a $25 return to society. 

As the season of giving approaches, I hope you will consider renewing your commitment to give the gift of 
education and a brighter future. The impact of your gift will be shared amongst students, families, and 
communities for years to come.  

I wish you peace and happiness for the holiday season and the coming New Year. 
 
Sincerely,  
 

 
 
David Hughes 
President & CEO 
 
P. S. – Monthly giving is one of the easiest and most effective ways to help this generation of Pathways 
students and those who will follow in their footsteps.  I have enclosed a personalized gift card and reply 
envelope.  Please consider joining our group of monthly donors this season. 
 



August 25, 2011 
 
Name 
Address 
City, State Zip 
 
Dear Mr./Mrs.  Last Name, 
 

Home is the place where, when you have to go there, they have to 
take you in. 

Robert Frost 
 
On behalf of The Dwelling Place board of directors, residents and staff, thank you for 
your 2010/2011 United Way Workplace Giving of $X.  With the help of your gift, we 
able to have many exciting programs happen at our shelter as we continue to 
commemorate our 25th anniversary and move into the Fall! 
 
The Dwelling Place’s two homes have the capacity to house 14 families at a time; last 
year, we provided shelter to 78 different families, with the average shelter resident 
being 9 years old.  Each parent takes classes in budgeting, parenting, and resume 
writing, as well as receiving regular case management while at The Dwelling Place.   

• Child Center Annex enhanced with murals 
We are currently remodeling our child center annex with hand-painted murals 
by local artists.  This space will provide a safe-haven for the children, where 
they can relax, do homework, and participate in enriching programs outside of 
the shelter itself.   

• Kitchens and Bathrooms Renovated 
Thanks to a generous capital grant, shelter kitchens and bathrooms are 
receiving a makeover with new cabinets, appliances, and flooring.   

• Playground Renewal & Vegetable Garden 
In addition, volunteers recently renewed playgrounds at each shelter home and 
at the Newport House we have vegetable garden growing.  
 

A lot of positive things are happening, but we still need your help! 
 

Please renew 
your CFC 
gift using 
code 5080.  

While there are some signs of rebirth in the economy, funding 
for the shelter remains precarious and at diminished levels over 
prior years.  As a nonprofit, our work depends on the generosity 
of others; every little bit counts.  Please renew your workplace 
giving for 2011/2012 by writing in The Dwelling Place using the 
CFC code 5080 and help give a home to our local children. 
 
Thank you again for your support,  
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Sherry Romulus Long     Katie Kortze 
Volunteer Chair, Development    Development Associate 
 
P.S. Please help give a child a home and renew your gift today! 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/r/robertfros100246.html


50 Lake Center, Suite 301
401 Route 73 North
Marlton, NJ 08053

856.355.0830
856.355.0831 fax
vhf@virtua.org
www.virtua.org/foundation

         ne in eight.
         I knew the statisitics. 
I never thought it would be me.

O
Michele was diagnosed with stage 2 breast cancer  
four years ago. At 37, she entered the fight of her life.  
Virtua Fox Chase Cancer Program was in her corner.

Michele shares her story to encourage your  
support. Please renew your gift with Virtua  
Fox Chase Center Program today. Whether  
you give $1,000, $500, $250, or $50,  
know you are nurturing future investments,  
inspiring strength in those fighting to survive,  
and creating an impact of healing in the  
lives of their families. 

Now 4 years cancer free, 

Make an impact. Please give today.



“This test impacts the treatment you receive and the course of  
                                                        health for your family. So many families simply can’t afford it.”

At about $4,000, genetic testing is not  
always covered by insurance. Monetary  
support for the genetics program is one  
of the many ways your donor dollars  
make an impact.Four years later, she is cancer-free.

With a strong history of cancer in her 
family, Michele and her surgeon decided 
to pursue genetic counseling, a service that 
receives funding from dollars donated to  
Virtua Foundation. 

Your contributions also may support  
advancements in technology for treatment,  
transportation vouchers for those who  
otherwise would not be able to get to  
appointments, and more. 

“My physician recommended a number of cancer centers throughout  
  the Delaware Valley. I naturally trusted my care to Virtua Fox Chase  
  Cancer Program. I know my decision made all the difference. 
 
                My surgeon, oncologist and nurses were committed to me. They went above and beyond  
        to help make my appointments, obtain pre-authorizations and provide  
          seamless care. They lessened my burden. The great care I received  
             had everything to do with my great outcome.”

Please consider making your gift to  
                    Virtua Fox Chase Cancer Program today.

“V               irtua was in my corner when I faced   
             the scariest fight of my life. I hope  
you’ll join me in providing meaningful  
      support for families who need it most.” 

                                             With graditude,
                                                                               Michele
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q $1000 

q $500   

q $250  

q $100  

q $50  

q $25 

Donate by check:
q I’m enclosing a check made payable to Virtua Foundation  
 for the full amount of  $

Donate by credit card:
q I would like to make a one-time gift of  $                          via my credit card:   
 Visa / MC / AmEx / Discover  (Circle one; $10 suggested minimum) 

q I prefer to make a monthly gift of $                           to be charged to  
 my credit card once per month  for 12 months.

Cardholder Name

Card Number                                                                      Exp Date               Card Security Code

Signature

If you prefer, you may Donate Online at  
www.virtua.org/foundation and click the Donate Now button!

Yes, I would like to support the Virtua  
Fox Chase Cancer Program!

q                                        Other

Together, I know  
          we can make a difference.
   It made all the difference for me.” 

“



Won’t you join us? Help the Virtua Fox Chase Cancer Program  
cultivate care in the community. Every gift, any amount, will make an  
impact and help deliver better care to patients and their families.
Imagine what we can accomplish together. Thank you!

Donor Information:

Name

Address

City    State  Zip

Phone

Personal Email

May we add you to our list?
Virtua Foundation is establishing an e-mail distribution list so future  
communications can be more cost-effective and sustainable. Your  
information will be kept confidential and used for Virtua purposes only:

My birthday:                          (Month)                                   (Day)

Other Giving Considerations:
q  My employer will match my gift. I’ve enclosed the form.

q Please send me information on including Virtua in my will.

q Please send me information about making a gift of stock. 

q I wish to make this gift:             in honor of             in remembrance of

Name

 Name

 Address

 City    State  Zip

If you would like your name removed from the Virtua Foundation mailing list, please send your  
request to: Virtua Foundation, 50 Lake Center, Suite 301, 401 Route 73 North, Marlton, NJ  08053.

Information filed with the Attorney General concerning this charitable solicitation may be obtained  
from the Attorney General of the State of New Jersey by calling 609-292-4925. Registration with  
the Attorney General does not imply endorsement.

Please 
Notify:



50 Lake Center, Suite 301 
401 Route 73 North 
Marlton, NJ 08053

Together, I know  
          we can make a difference.



 

Nurture. 
       Inspire. 
             Heal...

together

“Thank you for the extraordinary care that I received  
  at your hospital. I have never been treated so well. Virtua is by far  

  the best hospital I have ever been to. Your staff saved my life.” 

seeds
of care

50 Lake Center, Suite 301
401 Route 73 North
Marlton, NJ 08053

856.355.0830
856.355.0831 fax
vhf@virtua.org
www.virtua.org/foundation

Won’t you join us today
as we grow our garden of services  
to best benefit the community  
of South Jersey?



A woman diagnosed with breast cancer receives 
gentle and nurturing support from her physician. 

A baby, born three months early, inspires her nurses 
with her strong will to survive. 

A teenage soccer star heals after knee surgery in time  
for the fall season.

“I can honestly say that the experience has been more than we  
 could have ever expected. We have found the staff at Virtua to  
 be exceptionally friendly and helpful; the facilities have been  
 comforting and the doctors talented and knowledgeable.” 

“We understand that you welcome many new lives  
 into the world on a daily basis, but please know that  
 this little life is just one that has been given the  
 opportunity to flourish in large part due to your  
 exemplary service.”

Our garden needs your ongoing care and  
support to flourish. Our services are only  
made stronger and more accessible through  
the generosity of our donors. 

By supporting Virtua, you join us in our  
commitment to provide the highest standard 
of care to YOU, our families of South Jersey.

At Virtua, we care about more 
than just your injury or disease.  

We care about you.

Plant your seed with Virtua to help us  
cultivate care in your community.  
Please give to Virtua Foundation today!

“My wife and I have just welcomed our first child and had the  
  pleasure of experiencing this grand event at your hospital.”



 

Nurture. 
       Inspire. 
             Heal...

together

“Thank you for the extraordinary care that I received  
  at your hospital. I have never been treated so well. Virtua is by far  

  the best hospital I have ever been to. Your staff saved my life.” 

seeds
of care
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Won’t you join us today
as we grow our garden of services  
to best benefit the community  
of South Jersey?



Donate by check:
q I’m enclosing a check made payable to Virtua Foundation  
 for the full amount of  $

Donate by credit card:
q I would like to make a one-time gift of  $                           via my credit card:   
 Visa / MC / AmEx / Discover  (Circle one; $10 suggested minimum) 

q I prefer to make a monthly gift of $                           to be charged to  
 my credit card once per month  for 12 months.

Cardholder Name

Card Number                                                                      Exp Date               Card Security Code

Signature

If you prefer, you may Donate Online at  
www.virtua.org/foundation and click the Donate Now button!

Nurture. 
       Inspire. 
             Heal...

together
$1,000 

$250 

$50 

    $500

    $100

    $25

    Other

Yes, I want to  
make an impact!



Won’t you join us? Help Virtua sow the seeds of care in our  
community. Every gift, any amount, will make an impact and help  
deliver better care to patients and their families.
Imagine what we can accomplish together. Thank you!
Donor Information:

Name

Address

City    State  Zip

Phone

Personal e-mail

May we add you to our list?
Virtua Foundation is establishing an e-mail distribution list so future  
communications can be more cost-effective and sustainable. Your information  
will be kept confidential and used for Virtua purposes only:

My birthday:                          (Month)                                   (Day)

Other Giving Considerations:
q  My employer will match my gift. I’ve enclosed the form.

q Please send me information on including Virtua in my will.

q Please send me information about making a gift of stock. 

q I wish to make this gift:             in honor of             in remembrance of

Name

 Name

 Address

 City    State  Zip

If you would like your name removed from the Virtua Foundation mailing list, please send your  
request to: Virtua Foundation, 50 Lake Center, Suite 301, 401 Route 73 North, Marlton, NJ  08053.

Information filed with the Attorney General concerning this charitable solicitation may be obtained  
from the Attorney General of the State of New Jersey by calling 609-292-4925. Registration with  
the Attorney General does not imply endorsement.

Please 
Notify:



Nurture. Inspire. Heal…

seeds
of care

A single seed, each gift, helps 
Virtua continue to cultivate 
exceptional health care in South 
Jersey. Let’s sow the seeds of  
care in our community, together.

Nurture. 
       Inspire. 
             Heal...

together
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Dear Friend, 
 
Someone once said, “If you have been reduced to God being your only hope, You are in a good 
place.”  Unfortunately, many kids in our community are not in a good place.   Everyday their lives are 
wrecked by the sin, despair and hopelessness that labels their lives.  They are going through the 
motions of life...without hope. 
 
In the past few months, we have seen many kids come to experience that new life if Christ that 
changes everything….and gives them hope.  Whether in our juvenile justice ministry, campus life or 
our city life in Muskegon, YFC exists to bring hope and truth to the broken lives of our kids.   
 
It was just about a year ago, that we decided as a ministry that there was a critical need in the lives 
of urban kids in Grand Rapids.  We prayed for God to lead us to the right person to lead and the right 
partnerships to serve alongside.   God answered both of those prayers.  Our dream is to begin a City 
Life Ministry (see the enclosure) in the Southgate neighborhood in downtown Grand Rapids.  This is a 
hurting neighborhood with rising crime and issues that are leaving our kids without hope.  We want 
to change that.   
 
Last year we began a partnership with Grace Church in the Southgate neighborhood to begin ministry 
together to reach this community.  We also identified Jason Carrigan as the leader God desires to 
lead this new and exciting ministry.  We have a huge hope of what God will and can do in this area of 
our city that we often forget about.  God is answering our prayers. 
 
We have also been praying for the funds to make this a reality.  In the past few months, God has 
raised up two donors to make a Challenge Gift available.  They have given $10,000 towards City Life 
in Grand Rapids if we would find others to join us in this incredible new opportunity.  I am writing to 
ask you to join us in this “Hope Challenge” to bring life-giving message of Jesus to the kids of this 
neighborhood and beyond.  Your gift today will be doubled and even tripled by this God-given 
opportunity. Would you join us to bring hope to the City?   
 
My prayer is that in May, Jason will be able to join our team and begin this critical ministry to these 
kids.  I am looking forward to the ways God will use your gift to bring life to these kids.  I am 
confident that soon we will be sharing stories of kids who used to walk through life in hopelessness 
and despair...and have now moved into living with hope of Life in Christ. 
 
Thanks for making a difference. 
 
Bringing Hope, 
 
 
 
Dan Kregel 
 
 



PS  If you give a one time gift your gift will be matched dollar for dollar, if you sign up for a monthly eft 
gift your gift will be matched 2 to 1!  Join us today and bring hope to these kids.  
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Last year we began a partnership with Grace Church in the Southgate neighborhood to begin ministry together 
to reach this community.  We also identified Jason Carrigan as the leader God desires to lead this new and 
exciting ministry.  We have a huge hope of what God will and can do in this area of our city that we often 
forget about.  God is answering our prayers. 
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Dan Kregel 
 
 
PS  If you give a one time gift your gift will be matched dollar for dollar, if you sign up for a monthly eft gift your 
gift will be matched 2 to 1!  Join us today and bring hope to these kids.  



 
 
 
 
Dear Friend of YFC, 
 
     For years, parents have been helping their kids differentiate between needs and 
wants.  Wants seem to go more with desire, while needs seem to be more logical.  
 
     Recently I was asked by a friend, "What does YFC need right now?".  My mind ran 
to a list of urgent needs. But when I truly thought about it, what YFC needs more than 
anything right now is sustainable monthly giving.  
 
     Our goal is to increase the level of monthly giving to West Michigan YFC before the 
close of 2011. You are an integral financial 
partner with YFC, and I'm asking you to help us 
reach our goal by becoming a monthly donor. 
      
     Everyday I am told stories about kids who are 
struggling with life, are involved in destructive 
relationships and behaviors, and are living lives 
that are marked by chaos. What they need most 
is a life changing relationship with Jesus Christ. 
Your monthly gift will allow YFC to continue 
bringing the Good News of Jesus to these kids in 
West Michigan.  

Kids being reached through YFC’s 
Campus Life in West Michigan 

      
     Thank you for taking a moment to prayerfully consider joining our monthly 
partnership team. An enrollment form is enclosed for you to start the process of helping 
YFC give kids in West Michigan what they need most. 
 
 
Reaching kids in need, 

 
Dan Kregel 
Executive Director 
 
 
PS - Your monthly gift will enable YFC to minister to young people all year long! 
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WITH
YOUR HELP,
WE WILL...

GIVE HER
SOMEONE TO 
LOOK UP TO.

HELP ENSURE
A BRIGHTER
FUTURE

www.ymcaofcoastalga.orgwww.ymcaofcoastalga.org

To a single mother of a ten year old son, only making 

minimum wage, summer camp was something that only 

happened in the movies. That was until a teacher recom-

mended the YMCA of Coastal Georgia. I visited their website 

and was delighted to see that financial assistance was 

available. Now my son Michael is attending summer camp at 

the Southside YMCA and loving it! I believe that Michael 

going to the YMCA has greatly enhanced his way of life. I 

am a parent that is very grateful that I can take my child to a 

place where he is safe, enjoys himself and most importantly, 

learns about the world around him.

Ivy Martin

My daughter Katherine has been enjoying summer camp 

and the after school program at the Effingham YMCA since 

she was in kindergarten. Sadly, in August of 2008, my 

husband passed away very suddenly and it took a huge toll 

financially and emotionally on Katherine and me. He left us 

with a large amount of unexpected debt which left me 

unable to sleep at night, worrying about how I would pay 

everything off and take care of Katherine. The YMCA’s 

financial assistance helped tremendously.  It is comforting to 

know that I have some place for her to go after school and 

in the summer and to know that everyone at the YMCA 

cares about how we are doing.

Corporate Office
6400 Habersham St.
Savannah, GA 31405
912.354.5480

Effingham YMCA 
1224 Patriot Drive
Rincon, GA 31326
912.826.2199

Habersham YMCA 
6400 Habersham Street
Savannah, GA 31405
912.354.6223

Islands Family YMCA   
66 Johnny Mercer Boulevard
Savannah, GA 31410
912.897.1192

Liberty County/
Armed Services YMCA  
201 Mary Lou Drive
Hinesville, GA 31313
912.368.9622

McIntosh County YMCA
1111 Magnolia Bluff Way, S.W.
Suite 295
Darien, GA 31305
912.437.9622

Pryme Tyme
8B Mall Terrace, Unit 2
Savannah, GA 31406
912.351.3622

Richmond Hill YMCA  
154 Thunderbird Drive
Richmond Hill, GA 31324
912.756.5856

Southside YMCA 
11702 Mercy Boulevard
Building B
Savannah, GA 31419
912.961.9622

Tybee Island YMCA 
204 East 5th Street
Tybee Island, GA 31328
912.786.9622

West Chatham YMCA 
165 Isaac G. LaRoche Drive
Pooler, GA 31322
912.748.9622

YMCA of Coastal Georgia
LOCATIONS 

FOR YOUTH DEVELOPMENT
FOR HEALTHY LIVING
FOR SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY

Kelli Walsh



TEACH THEM
HEALTHY
LIVING.

HELP THEM
RECLAIM 
NORMAL.

Be a part of something 
great. Give to the Y, 
impact your community.

Contribution Card

2011 YMCA PRICELESS GIFTS CAMPAIGN

www.ymcaofcoastalga.org

By pledging your contribution and paying throughout the year, you can 

assist more children, individuals and families in the Coastal Empire. 

Gifts may be made by check, automatic bank draft, cash or credit card. 

Final payment on your pledge can be made in December. The YMCA of 

Coastal Georgia Development Office can send you reminders. 

The YMCA of Coastal Georgia is exempt from Federal Income Tax 

under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. Contributions to 

the YMCA of Coastal Georgia are tax deductible to the fullest extent 

allowed by the law. 

Financial Assistance Policy

Through the generous contributions of our donors, the YMCA of Coastal Georgia is able to provide financial 

assistance that enables all membes of the community to enjoy YMCA programs, regardless of income.

The free health screen offered by the YMCA left me with 

shocking results. At 39, I was pre-diabetic and morbidly obese. 

With two young children, I needed to be healthy to keep up 

and be around for them. With the help of the Y, I have lost 65 

pounds, added a lot of lean muscle and ran my first lap around 

Lake Meyer at 41!

Donna Hart

When our 15 year old son tragically passed away in 2008, 

our lives were changed forever. The outpouring of love 

and support our family received from our YMCA family 

was truly a blessing from God. We have been YMCA 

members for over 30 years and never thought we would 

be on the receiving end of their generosity. The Y even 

helped us with our summer camp expenses until we could 

get back on our feet. As we have journeyed through the 

last two years of change in our lives, we continue to grow 

in love, faith and as a family. On a daily basis, the YMCA is 

a part of that healing and for that we sincerely thank you.

Adam and Karen Newman & Family

Chariman’s Roundtable   $1,000 and above

George Williams    $500–$999

Major Gifts    $250–$499

Sustaining Member    $100-$249

Priceless Gifts Recognition Levels

I agree to support the YMCA’s
Annual Fund Campaign 

with a Gift of: 

                           

■ One time in the month of 

■ $            per month from  (   to )

■ $           quarterly (March, June, Sept, and Dec)

■ Matching funds may be available from my place of work: 

    

Company Name:

(If Applicable)  ■ Business pledge    ■ Personal pledge

Contact/Donor Name:

Street: 

City, State, Zip:

Email: 

Phone: 

Name to be listed in Annual Report:

CCC ID# CAMPAIGNER’S NAME

DATE BRANCH

■ Cash ■ Check No.

■ VISA/MC #

Exp. Date     Verification # 

■ Bank Draft (Please attach a voided check)

$

CONTRIBUTOR’S SIGNATURE

Please remind me as follows:
Reminders can be sent for gifts of $25 or more

Donor Information

Office Use

COMPANY NAME

Manual Bill 

New Donor

Renew Turn Down 

Matching Gift Member



Dear YMCA
You changed my life! I joined the YMCA over the summer so that my son could attend
swimming lessons. I had always heard how good swimming lessons were at the YMCA.
When he had his :rst lesson, I was amazed at the time the Swim Instructor took to get to
know him as well as teach him. As the summer went on and my son increased his con:-
dence, I mentioned to the Swim Instructor that I wished I had learned to swim when I was

my son’s age. I am now fearful of the water. To
my amazement, he not only talked to me
about this but took time out of his schedule
to help me learn to swim! I write this with
tears of joy as you can only imagine the feel-
ing I had.

Your assistance did more then help me :nan-
cially. I cannot begin to describe in words
what this did for me as well as my son! You
have given me something in life to truly
treasure!

–Anonymous

Dear YMCA
;is year I found out I had Cancer and numerous other health problems. My husband is
also deployed. YMCA Gymnastics and the coaches have been a gift from God. ;e Y has
been a home away from home for our daughter Lily. ;e Islands YMCA has given my
daughter the opportunity to participate in a sport that she loves because of the assistance we
receive that was made possible through the Priceless Gifts Campaign. It gives her a healthy
way to escape all the pain and hurt she has at home.

She has learned so much more than gymnastics; she has learned lessons in life that she will
carry with her all of her life. I am blessed that my daughter is part of such a great program.
It is a safe place for her to learn and to be challenged. She is always encouraged to do her
best. Her gymnastics class is the only time Lily gets the chance to be a kid…not miss her
daddy and not to have to worry about her mommy being sick. ;ere is no other place in
this world I would ever want her to be other then the Islands YMCA.

–Lynn Watt

Dear YMCA
I have congestive heart failure and I have bene:ted from receiving :nancial assistance for
membership. It has also allowed me to be able to exercise and work on having a healthy
heart. I am able to do water aerobics, which I enjoy doing. I appreciate the YMCA for
allowing me to use the facility to do whatever it takes for me to work towards becoming
healthy. ;ank you for all your help!

–Patricia Love

Dear YMCA
;ere was a morning in June when I walked into the YMCA with tears in my eyes. Over-
whelmed by the break up of a marriage, single motherhood, and the accompanying :nancial
pressure, I did not quite know how I would be able to a9ord childcare for two children dur-
ing the summer months. Childcare for two had always been hard for our family even when
there were two incomes. How would I manage to keep working and maintain some sense of
normalcy for my two children during our family’s troubled times? ;ese were my thoughts
as I walked into the YMCA that summer morning. I was greeted by a warm, smiling, caring
face and encouraged to apply for :nancial assistance. I did and the help we have received has
been a Godsend.

;e programs at the YMCA not
only provided solutions to our
childcare dilemma, but also have
provided the extra love and stabil-
ity that my children so needed as
our family changed so drastically
this year. My six-year-old son at-
tended summer camp and was de-
lighted to lean to swim this
summer. He was so proud when
he earned his green wristband by
swimming the length of the pool.
Our family membership to the YMCA helped us to always
have fun activities available just a short drive from home. Eventually my three year old
daughter enrolled in childcare at the YMCA. She loves her teachers and YMCA friends! We
are also delighted that she is learning Spanish in her preschool class! When my son started
:rst grade, he continued at the YMCA Fun Club After School program. All of these pro-
grams with their caring directors and loving sta9 helped my children immeasurably as they
were going through the stages of grief that come with divorce.

It is with deep gratitude that I tell this story of how the YMCA has helped our family. ;is
organization has been a ray of sunshine for us during a stormy time!

–Anonymous

Dear YMCA
I am so delighted to write to you and thank you for reaching out to the Interfaith Hospital-
ity Network (IHN) on Tybee. Our two visitors, ages 8 and 9, thoroughly enjoyed the camp
experience that you so generously made possible for them.

;e families we host three to four times a year are in crisis in
their lives and people and organizations like yours who reach
out to them, make their trials easier to bear. It is helpful to us,
also, to have experiences to o9er. We cannot do this without
your willingness to go the extra mile.

–Ann Monaghan, Tybee IHN

Wish you Were Here...
Letters to the YMCA of Coastal Georgia Where does your support go?

The 2010 Priceless Gifts Campaign goal is $500,000.
100% of every dollar raised goes directly to children
and families in need. Imagine how your gift will help...

A $5,000GIFT A$3,000GIFT A$2,500GIFT

A$1,500GIFT A$1,250GIFT A$1,000GIFT

A$750GIFT A$500GIFT A$350GIFT

A$250GIFT A$100GIFT A$75GIFT

A$50GIFT A$25GIFT

would allow 5 children
to attend Pryme Tyme
Before and After School
Care for an entire year.

would provide 9 senior
citizens with a year
membership to the
YMCA.

would allow 100 second
graders in Liberty
County to participate in
the YES program to
learn basic water safety.

would allow 8 teens to
participate in the Youth
& Government program,
at the State Capital.

would send one kid to
camp for the entire
summer.

provides a one year
membership to 18 fami-
lies providing educa-
tional, physical and
educational opportuni-
ties.

would send 4 children
to a week of Surf
Camp on Tybee Island.

would enable 5 chil-
dren to participate in
YMCA Youth Sports for
one season.

allows one child to at-
tend Camp Kodiak, a
week long over night
camp for children with
Diabetes.

sends a child to 2
weeks of summer
camp.

assists a single parent
with one month of
After School Care.

provides one child
with the opportunity
to play YMCA soccer
for one season.

assists a single parent
with two Mother’s
Morning out sessions
so they can attend a
job interview.

provides one child with
a private, 30 minute
swimming lesson.



Dear Friends,

At the YMCA, our vision sums up our purpose: we build
strong kids, strong families, and strong communities.

Our Priceless Gifts Annual Campaign provides the necessary
support for us to continue our good work in the community

every day. Every dollar we raise is used to cover a portion of program costs and F-
nancial assistance that keeps YMCA programs available to the children, individuals
and families who need them the most. To continue these programs, we need your
help.

Each YMCA branch in our Association is as unique as the community it serves.
Your gift will provide these branches much needed Fnancial and program assistance
and most importantly, your gift will help each branch meet the most pressing needs
in the community. In this time of great need and economic uncertainty, the
YMCA remains constant and continues to provide assistance to those in need be-
cause of the support of people just like you.

Now, more then ever, children and families need the YMCA’s programs and serv-
ices. We ask you to join in our eEorts to build strong kids, strong families and
strong communities through your own Priceless Gift. Together, we can build a bet-
ter community for all.

Sincerely,

Randy Bugos
President and CEO
YMCA of Coastal Georgia, Inc.

A letter from the President
CORPORATE OFFICE
P.O. Box 14142
Savannah, GA 31416
912.354.5480

EFFINGHAM YMCA
1224 Patriot Drive
Rincon, GA 31326
912.826.2199

HABERSHAM YMCA
6400 Habersham Street
Savannah, GA 31405
912.354.6223

ISLANDS FAMILY YMCA
66 Johnny Mercer Boulevard
Savannah, GA 31410
912.897.1192

LIBERTY COUNTY/ARMED
SERVICES YMCA
201 Mary Lou Drive
Hinesville, GA 31313
912.368.9622

PRYME TYME
7602 Waters Avenue
Savannah, GA 31406
912.351.3622

RICHMOND HILL YMCA
154 Hunderbird Drive
Richmond Hill, GA 31324
912.756.5856

PEMBROKE Y PROGRAM
CENTER
91 Lanier Street
Pembroke, GA 31321
912.653.4484

SOUTHSIDE YMCA
11702 Mercy Boulevard
Building B
Savannah, GA 31419
912.961.9622

TYBEE ISLAND YMCA
204 East 5th Street
Tybee Island, GA 31328
912.786.9622

WEST CHATHAM YMCA
165 Isaac G. LaRoche Drive
Pooler, GA 31322
912.748.9622

YMCA of Coastal Georgia Locations

By pledging your contribution and paying throughout the year, you can assist
more children, individuals and families in the Coastal Empire. Gifts may be made
by check, automatic bank draft, cash or credit card. Final payment on your pledge
can be made in December. He YMCA of Coastal Georgia Development OGce
can send you reminders.

He YMCA of Coastal Georgia is exempt from Federal Income Tax under section
501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. Contributions to the YMCA of Coastal
Georgia are tax deductible to the fullest extent allowed by the law.

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE POLICY
It is the policy of the YMCA of Coastal Georgia, Inc. that no one who resides within it’s service area will be denied access to

membership or program services due to their inability to pay.

Priceless Gifts Recognition Levels
Chariman’s Roundtable $1,000 and above

George Williams $500–$999

Major Gifts $250–$499

Sustaining Member $100-$249

www.ymcaofcoastalga.org



 

March, 2011 

Dear Fred and Gladys, 
 

WHO ARE YOU?WHO ARE YOU?WHO ARE YOU?WHO ARE YOU? 

 
IDENTITY is a major issue in the lives of young people. How they see themselves… how others 
see them… how they want to be seen.  It was important even in the Gospels… 
 

• In John 1:19, John the Baptist is asked, “Who are you?” 
• In Matthew 11:3, Jesus is asked, “Are you the one?” 

 
As I have the privilege of traveling across the nation and minister to our staff and volunteers, I have 
many opportunities to meet business and community leaders who really don’t know a lot about 
Youth for Christ.  They eventually turn the conversation to ask the question, “Who are you?” 
 
One of the phrases I use to respond is that YFC is “For every kid… one at a time.” 
 

• WE ARE FOR KIDS. We pursue them… we hope for them… we believe in them… we invest 
in them. 

• WE ARE ALL ABOUT KIDS. We focus on ages 11-19, and we desire ultimately for them to 
be enveloped into God’s family. 

• WE ARE BURDENED FOR EVERY. There are approx. 36 million teens in our country, and 
Jesus died for each one. 

• WE FOCUS ON ONE AT A TIME. Relational evangelism in our main focus. 
 
This mission drives us to reach kids like “John.”  He is, in many ways, a typical teen that we know 
and love. 
 

• He is in 9th grade; his parents are divorced 

• His mom works full-time and struggles to pay her bills. They would be  
classified as lower-income; being worried and scared about money is a  
regular part of life. 

• At school, John is not popular. He is not a jock… he is not a computer  
whiz… he doesn’t get good grades. He struggles to find a place where he  
fits; he doesn’t have a lot of friends. 

• When he was is 6th grade, he was pressured into smoking cigarettes. 
In 7th grade, he started smoking marijuana. He has not tried harder 
drugs yet, but if things continue as they are, he might. 

• “John” gets in trouble… misbehaving… fighting.  His mom doesn’t 
know what to do with him, so she yells at him, hoping he will change 
his behavior. 

• He doesn’t go to church. His mom isn’t a Christian; she doesn’t believe 
in God. He has never opened a Bible. He has never been to a Sunday 
service. 



 

May, 2011 

Dear Fred and Gladys, 
 
I’d like to share with you some of our YFC “investment report.”  Much like corporations who exist to 
produce a product and a profit margin, the dividend from an investment of prayer and financial 
support in YFC produces changed lives.  
 
Over the past year, we were involved in the lives of around 140,000 different kids across the 
country. The majority of them are outside the reach and influence of any local church or 
Christian influence.  That’s our “sweet spot,” and what compels our staff and volunteers. These 
are individual kids who need help and hope; they are “named and known.”  
 
When Tanisha called one of our local YFC chapters earlier this year,  
she was looking for help. Her parents were addicted to drugs, so she  
had moved out on her own.  She was caring for her 2-year-old  
daughter and her 12-year-old sister. While on the phone she said,  
“I am doing the best I can, but I need help.” Since then, she has been  
matched with a mentor in our Teen Parents ministry and has begun to  
read the Bible she was given. In addition, her 12-year-old sister is also  
getting involved in one of our YFC ministries.  They are receiving the  
help they desperately need, and they both are anxious to learn, grow  
and become all the God has intended them to be! 
 

Denise would break your heart. She isn’t well liked… she doesn’t 
know how to take care of herself… she is socially awkward… her 
home life is very difficult. She constantly gets overwhelmed, 
angry and depressed. She seeks reassurance and love more 
than most. She incessantly hugs and touches anyone who will let 
her near… but very few do.  
 
Someone like you donated a scholarship for a YFC trip that made 
it possible for Denise to come. One of the staff reached out to 
her, and through the course of the trip, Denise gave her life to 
Christ… in large part because this volunteer loved her just as she 
was. 

 
Karl lived in and out of foster care, which in turn made him 
incredibly angry.  His anger got him expelled from several schools, 
and hard for others to get along with him. For the past 2 ½ years,  
Karl has been coming to a YFC Campus Life club. He’s been loved 
on by staff, learned to interact with other students, and heard the 
story of Jesus. Karl recently said “Yes!” to Jesus, and the change 
is evident to all. He has grown from an angry, hurting boy that was  
lashing out at everyone around him to a solid young man experiencing 
peace in Christ. As he approaches turning 18, he’s started looking for 
a church, a solid group of friends, and a place to call his own. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
          August, 2011 

Fred and Gladys Miller 
1234 Main Street 
Anytown, USA  12345 

 
Dear Fred and Gladys, 
 
The new school year is fast upon us, and with it an opportunity for the various ministries of Youth for 
Christ across the nation to help teens lay solid foundations. Consider that in any given week we are 
connected with over 70,000 individual teens like… 
 
FREDDIE, who has attended Campus Life for three years. He has the reputation 
of being a trouble maker. At an event last fall, Freddie asked Jesus into his life,  
and is leaning on his new-found faith to make better choices. He is looking forward 
to taking steps toward building a new reputation this year. 
 
BROOKE, who loves coming to CL Middle School club because 
she is able to make friends and be around people who encourage  
her. She and four of her closest friends continue to grow in their  
new relationships with God. 
 
FRANCES (in her own words)… “When the YFC Teen Parents staff came to my 
School, they helped me through everything. Having a baby at a young age has been 
difficult; the staff helped me find myself. With their support, encouragement and  
training, I am doing well!” 
 
ROLANDO, who was in detention for some minor issues, but was feeling like God did 
not care about him and life had no purpose – he had even attempted to end his 
life. He met with one of our YFC staff for several weeks while in the Juvenile  
Home; as he shared more and more about his life, he shared that he had been 
abandoned my his mom when he was five years old and had been placed in a  
dozen foster homes (some very bad). When he left detention he said, “You were  
an answer to my prayers.” Two years later (and weekly meetings with a YFC 
volunteer), he is almost a straight-A student and is considering becoming a  
pastor after college. 
 
ASHTON, who grew up in a solid, stable home and trusted Christ as his 
Savior at eleven. Now seventeen and starting his Sr. year, he has a burden 
for his campus and his friends. His church has had three youth pastors in 
three years, and it’s hard for him to connect his friends to that environment. 
With the support of his Biology teacher and the YFC F2F group that meets Tuesdays before school, 
Ashton is prayerfully pursuing five of his closest friends to live and share the person and teachings of 
Jesus. 
 
 
            over   

Dan… Here’s my “new school year gift” to help lay the foundation for 
a great year of ministry 

 
             $600 for bricks          $181 for supplies       $ _______ other    

Fred and Gladys Little 

1234 Main Street 

Anytown, CO  80001 My email address is 

_____________________



   Aimee, who lives in a tough neighborhood. She is pressured almost daily to  
   consider a lifestyle she knows would be a dead-end for life. Her goal isn’t  
   necessarily to escape her surroundings, but to transform them.  Through her  
   involvement as a YFC City Life volunteers, she leads a group of younger girls 
   that meets twice a week. They’ve called it their “got your back” group. Together, 
   they are standing strong, growing in Christ, and making a difference. 
 
 
Add to these six CORE ministries of YFC other outreach efforts to deaf teens, one-and-two week 
service opportunities, a summer full of camping and high-adventure experiences, outreach clubs to 
the children of our military communities, and special events geared to the disenfranchised 
“underground” culture of teens, and you can see how serious Youth for Christ is about reaching 
EVERY kid and helping them establish a foundation for their faith for life. 
 
Foundation is important. So many of the teens we work with don’t have a foundation of family or 
values. That’s one of the reasons our YFC mission statement has the goal of raising up life-long 
followers of Jesus. That’s why Mike’s story is so encouraging. Mike is now 38, and 23 years ago at 
age 15, he got involved in a YFC basketball league, which resulted in participating in a 12-day bike 
trip around Lake Michigan.  Mike described himself as “a little heathen.” It was on that trip that Mike 
received Christ into his life. In a recent reunion, Mike said, “I am happily married with three daughters, 
a good job and a good church. God changed my life, but Youth for Christ changed my future.” 

 

Paul said in Romans 15 that he made it his ambition to preach the gospel in areas where Christ 
wasn’t known, so that he wasn’t building on someone else’s foundation. That a part of our DNA as 
well. We are thankful for the church, and effective youth ministry in those bodies; however, the 
majority of kids aren’t a part of a local church, and need to know about God’s transforming love and 
grace.  That’s who we lovingly pursue! 
 

Would you help me lay the blocks for a solid ministry foundation this school 
year with a sacrificial gift in the next 30 days? Like the bricks in the wall, your gift – 
combined with others… laid side by side, layer by layer… and with the work of our YFC staff serving 
as the mortar, holding it all together – will impact kids all across the country, and allow the foundation 
of faith to be established in young lives like Ashton, Aimee, Rolando, Mike and literally tens of 
thousands of others.  
 

• There are about 180 school days in most school systems… your gift of $1/day (or $180) 
will help with the supplies needed to build the wall 

• A gift of $50/month (or $600) will provide brick for our ministry foundation 

• Mortar holds the foundation together… without it, the foundation is shaky, and isn’t  
bound together…. Your best gift – whether $75 or $7500 – will help empower our staff 
to be “stuck like glue” to the lives of kids in juvenile homes, school campuses, neighborhoods 
and wherever life leads them. 

 

Thank you in advance for your partnership and investment.  
Brick by brick… life by life… for every kid, one at a time. 

 
 

 
Dan Wolgemuth, President/CEO 
Youth for Christ/USA 

For Your Convenience! 

 

Credit card giving information 



Mr & Mrs Scott O. Hassler 
21 Tarleton Ln 
 Ladera Ranch CA 92694-1303 
  

  

Dear Harry and Betty, 
 
WILL YOU HELP US UNWRAP SOME PRECIOUS PACKAGES?  

Your special year-end gift will help us discover the “real” souls of teens  
and introduce them to Jesus. 

 
The anticipation of Christmas prompts me to remember the process of 
unwrapping gifts, both as a child and an adult.  Effective wrapping conceals 
the contents and entices the recipient.  It’s a tradition that sheds light on the 
ministry of Youth for Christ/USA and the unique positioning that God has 
placed our staff in as they work to thoughtfully unwrap the fragile lives of 
those they are building relationships with. 
 
Kids today are complicated, and as such I am thankful that our Youth for 
Christ staff and volunteers around the country take such great care in 
“unwrapping” the stories that expose the real lives of the young people with 
whom we are working.  Many have multiple layers… others have used so 
much “tape” to keep things together that they are a mess inside.  Consider 
just a few of the stories I’ve heard in the last several months… 
 

• Stephanie’s dad was physically abusive once, and since that incident 
she doesn’t want to be alone with him at the house. Now she is dating 
a boy who is verbally abusive and she thinks it’s normal. 

 
• Ezra knows he needs to grow up, but he doesn’t know how. His father 

doesn’t like being around him so there is an absence of healthy adult 
modeling in his life. 

 
• Caroline’s dad was physically abusive to her brother after a sporting 

event where he could have done better, and she fears the same after 
a game. She’s already experienced his obscene name calling to her. 

 
• Julio is asking advice about marriage because he’s in love, but he 

can’t trust the advice of his divorced and dysfunctional dad. 

Mr & Mrs Scott O. Hassler 
21 Tarleton Ln 
 Ladera Ranch CA 92694-1303 
  

December 2010 

Dan, 
Here’s my special year-end gift to help you continue unwrapping 
these precious gifts and sharing Jesus with them! 

q $500          q $250          q $100  q $ _____ other           

102044  NSCA1210B     

 

My email address is_____________________ 

continued on page 2... 



  

• Julie’s dad isn’t even in the picture. Neither is Grandpa… but her 
stepdad is, and he’s physically and verbally abusive.  Her list of “tape” 
could fill an entire book: numerous suicide attempts, cutting, alcohol 
abuse, drugs, eating disorders, sex, rape, etc. She craves love and at 
times from inappropriate sources. 

 
• Frankie is struggling to define himself in his first year out of high school, 
and fears ending up like his alcoholic father. 

 
• Trish never met her dad; he left when she was a baby. Her only father 
figures were her gay uncles and another relative who sexually assaulted 
her.  Trish is now a lesbian. 

 
 
These teens are all real live gifts… real teens engaged in personal 
relationships with YFC staff and volunteers… people who care for them 
and pray for them… who listen and point them to Jesus… who walk with 
them and are in for the long haul.  We know the precious gift that each 
teen is, and we are careful in unwrapping them as we get to the real 
person. 
 
The true meaning of Christmas is that Christ came to this earth in the 
form of a baby to redeem and rescue each of these young people… and 
for you and me.  Yes… the world they are growing up in has intense 
challenges unlike any other generation… but “greater is He that is in us 
than he that is in the world.” 
 

 
At Youth for Christ, we are committed to steadfastly communicate the life-changing 
message of Jesus Christ. We expectantly look to our Heavenly Father for wisdom and 
direction as we tackle the challenges of our culture head-on. And we are faithfully 
dependent on people like you to help make a real difference in the lives of young people. 

 
I need your help to reach out to more kids.  I need your prayers to help sustain us in our 
efforts. I need your continued financial support as an investment in these young lives – 
giving them the opportunity to personally know the only One who can set them free. 

 
Your gift – regardless of size – makes a difference in the lives of young men and women.  
What’s more, your gift this week helps us as we end this calendar year. 
 
On behalf of Stephanie, Ezra, Caroline, Julio, Julie, Frankie, Trish and hundreds more 
like them, thank you. Your gift helps us walk this road with them and point them to Jesus.  
 

  Your partner in reaching teens, 

Dan Wolgemuth, President/CEO 
Youth for Christ/ USA 

P.S. – Some people wonder how much they should 

give. That’s bet een you and God. What I can 

promise you, though, is that any gist – whether 

$10,000, $2,500, $1,000, $750, $250 or whatever 

amount – will be used to help reach young people 

with the gospel.  Thank you!  

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This devotional book will give you a glimpse into my life, and my passion for this mission that you and 
I partner together in. On any given week, our YFC staff and volunteers are engaged with over 70,000 
teens in relational evangelism.  Some are close to making a decision that will forever change their life. 
Some are new Christians, learning the building blocks of their new faith. And some are a long way off, 
and are being wooed by the Holy Spirit to discover the only thing that can fill the hole in their souls. 
For each of these kids, we are there… and you help make it happen. 
 
I’d love to share this new resource with you. I think you’ll be challenged by it, and might even want 
additional copies to share with others. 
 
For your gift of $50 or more this month, I’d be happy to send you a copy.  Maybe you’d like additional 

copies; you can order them directly from our web site – www.yfc.org  Your gift this month will 

help us continue to proclaim the life-changing message of Jesus Christ to young people across the 
country – and help us be a blizzard in a positive way.  On behalf of our nation’s teens – thank you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dan Wolgemuth, President 
Youth for Christ/ USA 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
          February, 2011 

Fred and Gladys Miller 
1234 Main Street 
Anytown, USA  12345 

 
Dear Fred and Gladys, 
 
As the winter snows and cold winds seem to effect us all at one time or another, I’d like to share an 
entry from our new YFC book – FRAGMENTS. It’s a compilation of writings I’ve sent on a weekly 
basis to our YFC staff and leadership, along with interested friends. It goes out via email to about 
3,000 people each Friday, and contains some of the random impressions God is stirring in my soul. 
More info to come on the back of this sheet…  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
            over   

Dan… Here’s my gift to help reach kids with the Gospel 
(and I’d love a copy of your new devotional book!) 

 
             $500         $250     $100 $ ____ other     

Fred and Gladys Little 

1234 Main Street 

Anytown, CO  80001 
My email address is 

_____________________



One day, while leaving the high school he attends, “John” sees a guy standing on the sidewalk with a 
big sign that says, “Free Soda! Courtesy of Campus Life.” He ambles over (to get the free soda), and 
he asks, “What is Campus Life?” 
 
He is told about the fun, the cool room, the game tables, the video games,  
and the loud music. Campus Life (our weekly campus-based ministry to 
high school students) is a party with a purpose. 
 
And that night he comes. Our YFC staff and volunteers get to know his name 
And get to know who he is. He probably doesn’t care much about the Jesus stories that we tell, but 
he comes anyway. Campus Life becomes an escape for him. And as he continues to come, he 
realizes that the adults really do care about him. 
 
As “John” connects who the leaders are and the difference he sees in them to the stories they 
are telling, he begins to realize that this “Jesus stuff” is truth, and he eventually decides to 
follow Jesus. 
 
“John’s” story is very common. For many students who connect with us, we might be the first (if not 
only) connection they have to Christianity. 
 
I have hope for “John.” I have hope for him because we serve a God that is bigger than 
circumstances. We serve a God who has the power and the love to change lives like “John.”  We 
serve, empowered by partners like you who stand with us financially to help us reach these precious 
lives. Every dollar you entrust to this ministry is carefully stewarded with the singular purpose 
of more effectively reaching young people with the Gospel. Whether $50… $100… $500… or a 
gift of stock, real estate or another appreciable asset, we use what is given to connect with more 
teens… and to continue to walk with teens like “John” as they grow in their new-found faith.  As the 
this school year starts to draw to a close, your best gift today will help us in powerful ways. Thank you 
for your support. 
 
 
 
 
Dan Wolgemuth, President/CEO 
Youth for Christ/ USA 
 
 
P.S. – I have a special opportunity to speak later this month (the 25th) at the Kansas State Prayer 
Breakfast. Legislators, community leaders, and influencers will all be among the 500+ in attendance. 
Would you pray for me? I desire to communicate clearly the passion and hope we have for young 
people, and that God would move their hearts to help. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The end of any school year often brings opportunities for our YFC staff and volunteers across the 
country to enter into discussions with teens at deep, deep levels. Uncertainties about life after high 
school… anxiety about finding summer jobs… more time at less-than-desirable home situations… 
and who really is this Jesus they have heard about throughout the year… our passionate staff and 
volunteers enter into these kind of conversations – and your gifts help make that possible.  In 
addition, many will go to a camp for the first time with YFC, or participate in an overseas service 
project with our YFC Project Serve division… and the conversations continue. 
 
When Mary and I make financial investments, we look at the projected ROI – the return on our 
investment. For us, there’s no greater return than what we see when we invest in the life of young 
people like Tanisha, Denise and Karl. It’s a joy to be an investing partner in this ministry, and I 
invite you to experience that joy, too. Together, our gifts this month can help make this kind of 
life-change possible – in the “named and known” lives of teens you and I don’t know… but 
God does. 
 

• Maybe you’d like to send in a special school-year-ending gift in honor of Karl of $50, $100, 
$500 or more… 

 

• Maybe you’d like to make sure teens like Denise have the chance to go on a YFC summer trip 
or camp – and you can give a gift of stock, real estate or another appreciable asset 

 

• Maybe you’d like to make sure a teen like Tanisha continues to receive a copy of God’s Word 
in their hands, often for the first time – and you want to sign up for a monthly gift that is 
automatically deducted from a checking account or credit card… 

 
Whatever your pleasure, I assure you that every dollar you entrust to this ministry is carefully 
stewarded with the singular purpose of more effectively reaching young people with the 
Gospel.  Thank you in advance for your best gift this month – the dividends are “out of this world!” 
 
A fellow investor (and joyfully so)… 
 
 
 
 
Dan Wolgemuth, President/CEO 
Youth for Christ/ USA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

May, 2011 

Dear Fred and Gladys, 
 
I’d like to share with you some of our YFC “investment report.”  Much like corporations who exist to 
produce a product and a profit margin, the dividend from an investment of prayer and financial 
support in YFC produces changed lives.  
 
Over the past year, we were involved in the lives of around 140,000 different kids across the 
country. The majority of them are outside the reach and influence of any local church or 
Christian influence.  That’s our “sweet spot,” and what compels our staff and volunteers. These 
are individual kids who need help and hope; they are “named and known.”  
 
When Tanisha called one of our local YFC chapters earlier this year,  
she was looking for help. Her parents were addicted to drugs, so she  
had moved out on her own.  She was caring for her 2-year-old  
daughter and her 12-year-old sister. While on the phone she said,  
“I am doing the best I can, but I need help.” Since then, she has been  
matched with a mentor in our Teen Parents ministry and has begun to  
read the Bible she was given. In addition, her 12-year-old sister is also  
getting involved in one of our YFC ministries.  They are receiving the  
help they desperately need, and they both are anxious to learn, grow  
and become all the God has intended them to be! 
 

Denise would break your heart. She isn’t well liked… she doesn’t 
know how to take care of herself… she is socially awkward… her 
home life is very difficult. She constantly gets overwhelmed, 
angry and depressed. She seeks reassurance and love more 
than most. She incessantly hugs and touches anyone who will let 
her near… but very few do.  
 
Someone like you donated a scholarship for a YFC trip that made 
it possible for Denise to come. One of the staff reached out to 
her, and through the course of the trip, Denise gave her life to 
Christ… in large part because this volunteer loved her just as she 
was. 

 
Karl lived in and out of foster care, which in turn made him 
incredibly angry.  His anger got him expelled from several schools, 
and hard for others to get along with him. For the past 2 ½ years,  
Karl has been coming to a YFC Campus Life club. He’s been loved 
on by staff, learned to interact with other students, and heard the 
story of Jesus. Karl recently said “Yes!” to Jesus, and the change 
is evident to all. He has grown from an angry, hurting boy that was  
lashing out at everyone around him to a solid young man experiencing 
peace in Christ. As he approaches turning 18, he’s started looking for 
a church, a solid group of friends, and a place to call his own. 
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