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Dear XXXXX
Happy new (school) year, and greetings from the 2005 Greek School Class at Columbia
Theological Seminary. We’ve come here from all over, with at least one very important thing in common:
God has called each of us to serve Christ’s church and has sent us here to prepare for this journey. We’ll
depend on God and on one other as we travel together.
We will also depend on you. I’d like to share my own story so you can see one example of how
God is working through students here at Columbia—and how you can help us.
EMILY MARTIN
M.DIV. 2008

A Center for
Theological Studies
of the Presbyterian Church
(USA)

I grew up in the Presbyterian Church, USA. I was always active: reading Scripture,
joining my presbytery’s youth council, even attending national events like the youth legislative assembly.
But my activity was as much motivated by my “achiever” personality as it was by any spiritual experience
or conviction.
All this changed at the 2000 General Assembly, where I was a youth delegate. It was here, during
a single moment, that I felt God calling me to a lifelong spiritual journey and to ministry in the church.
It didn’t seem like a life-changing incident at first: I just shook the hand of a demonstrator outside
the assembly. I had intended only to show support for some individuals who had clearly suffered deeply. Yet
when I shook the first demonstrator’s hand, I kept hearing Jesus’ words, "Truly I tell you, just as you did it to
one of the least of these, you did it to me." As I looked into his face, it was as if Christ were saying, "Here I
am. What are you going to do about it?"
I was shaken to my core. Tears welled up, and I began to cry. I went into worship stunned and
disoriented. "Okay God," I said, "I hear you. All right? I hear you."
Since then, I’ve led a number of Bible studies and discussion series for youth and adults. I’ve traveled to South Africa on a Thomas J. Watson Fellowship to explore the Church’s response to HIV/AIDS.
I’ve shared those experiences with a number of schools and churches, and I’m trying to encourage dialogue
that will help people connect Scripture to current issues in new ways.
These experiences have taken me far away, but Columbia brought me back home to the South.
Columbia will give me the chance to study with professors already familiar to me, such as Rodger
Nishioka, Brian Wren, and Walter Brueggemann. But seminary is not just about academics. Reading
Scripture has challenged me to step out of my comfort zone and enter into relationship with those who
will change me and be changed by me. Columbia has a reputation for being one of the best places to prepare for ministry. I can’t think of anywhere better suited for this part of my journey in life and in ministry.
I hope that you’ll help us on our journeys to ministry. Your gift of XXXXX to the Columbia
Annual Fund will provide scholarships to students, support our teachers l, and help the seminary meet
day-to-day expenses as the faculty and staff prepare us for the work ahead.
Thank you for all the ways you already support us through your prayers and through your gifts.
Blessings to you on your own journey,

Emily Martin
M.Div., Class of 2008

I WOULD LIKE TO HELP A STUDENT PREPARE FOR SERVICE IN CHRIST’S CHURCH.
ENCLOSED IS MY GIFT OF

My gift is ❏ in honor of / ❏ in memory of

I WOULD LIKE TO USE MY

❏ Visa

❏ MasterCard

❏ Discover

❏ Diner’s Club

Card number

Expiration

Print name as it appears on your card

I PLEDGE

❏ monthly ❏ quarterly ❏ annual installments of $

City

beginning (date)

PLEASE APPLY MY GIFT TOWARD

❏ Annual Fund
❏ Greatest need

❏ Scholarship aid
❏ Other

Name

Address

to be paid in

$

Please send notification of this gift to

❏ Academic programs
❏ CFC
❏ Matching gift form enclosed

Please note any corrections to the information below.

State

ZIP

Your generous support makes so much possible.
With thanks from Columbia Theological Seminary, and the students of this summer’s Greek School, to

The

COLUMBIA AnnualFund
GIFT SOCIETIES
PRESIDENTS’ SOCIETY
$15,000+
PETER MARSHALL SOCIETY
$5,000 – 14,999

CHARLES A. STILLMAN SOCIETY
$100 – 249
THOMAS AND ANNE HOLBROOK
GOULDING SOCIETY
$10 – 99

WILLIAM M. McPHEETERS SOCIETY
$1,000 – 4,999
WOODROW WILSON SOCIETY
$500 – 999
AGNES LAW SOCIETY
$250 – 499

J. MCDOWELL RICHARDS SOCIETY
Gift annuities, trusts, bequests
COLUMBIA FOUNDERS
Extraordinary lifetime support

LET US HEAR FROM YOU! Please share your alumni/ae news, marriage and birth announcements, job changes, moves, etc.

Keep up with your friends and classmates
with our electronic newsletter.
To sign up, just print your e-mail address here >>
PLEASE SEND ME ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ABOUT

❏ Endowed Gifts

❏ Estate Gifts

❏ Gift Planning

Visit Columbia on the Web at www.ctsnet.edu
E-mail: annualfund@ctsnet.edu
Phone: 404 687-4588
Fax: 404 377-9696

